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SYLLABUS for SOPHOMORE ENGLISH
Fall 3013 Term

Teacher: Ms. Pickering
Email: pickering@whsad.org
Room 210

Office hours: period 8 (2:24-3:09 PM)
Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to Sophomore English !


The word sophomore  is a variation of an ancient Greek word sophist, meaning “a person who has achieved wisdom.”  (ex: Socrates)  You are no longer novices (freshmen).  Later, in the 16th century, debate and argument were considered important at Cambridge University. And 2nd year students were called sophisters; their arguments sophisms.  About the turn of the 20th century, in the United States, 10th grade students started to be called Sophomores.  Here is an overview of your learning experience in English class this year.
COURSE INFORMATION

Building on the foundation in literary genres from your freshman year, we will engage with literary perspectives from novels, short stories, literary nonfiction, poetry and drama.  Our practice will emphasize:

*literary appreciation
*writing   *speaking   *reading   *listening   *vocabulary   *test practice
*literary comprehension   *college preparation

Students will conduct research to build on present knowledge, in short and sustained projects.  They will prepare professional resumes.  Classroom activities will include speaking and listening; participation in collaborative discussions based on textual evidence.  Writing assignments will be given as a way for students to become ready for college, making the connection between thought and written expression.  

Sophomores , you will be increasing your independence, stamina and fluency.  As you appreciate authors, and model  your writing style, be aware that plagiarism, copying another writer’s work without accrediting the source, is academic dishonesty.  Avoid plagiarism.  Any plagiarism in my class will result in a grade of zero.

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE

Term I (Fall)






 Term II (Spring)
Marking period 1: Fictional Narratives


 Marking period 1: Drama
Marking period 2: Historical Fiction & Literary Nonfiction      Marking period 2: Folk Literature
Marking period 3: Poetry




 Marking period 3: Regents Exam prep

GRADING POLICY

Assessments (tests, quizzes)-50%

Writing performance tasks-----20%

Class work/participation--------20%

Homework-------------------------10%

Independent reading logs—10 bonus points 

CLASSROOM RULES

1. Respect others and yourself.

2. Come to class every day on time.

3. Come prepared, with school supplies and completed assignments.
4. If you are late to class, enter quietly, sign the late log, sit down and join in the lesson.

5. Do not use abusive language.

6. Raise your hand and wait to be called upon to speak.

7. Do not eat or drink in class, except bottled water.

8. Do not leave trash behind .;  dispose of it when  the bell rings.

9. Permission to use the bathroom will not be given the first or last 10 minutes of class.  Abuse of the bathroom privilege will result in disciplinary measures.

10. If you miss class, YOU are responsible for finding out what you missed and making up notes or assignments.

NECESSARY SUPPLIES;
*Binder with looseleaf paper

*Dictionary

*pen

 *Independent reading book

*composition book for reading log

*folder

STUDENT CONTRACT

I have read the classroom rules and requirements for the English Department.  I understand the requirements and will honor them for the 2013-2014 School year.

Student signature__________________________________________________________

Parent/guardian signature____________________________________________________










Thank you.









Sincerely,











Ms. Pickering
Gill Cornell, Principal
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