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WILLIAMSBURG HIGH SCHOOL

for

ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN

T





June 2nd, 2014


Dear Parents/Guardians and Prospective students: 
I want to extend to you and your child my warmest welcome into our school. My name is Ms. Newton and I will be your child’s 9th grade Freshman English Teacher this year. My philosophy for learning is that each child is unique, and each child learns in a different way. One of my jobs as a teacher is to help your child discover his or her individuality and work alongside them to maximize it. I believe in hands-on experiences, and learning creatively. I am looking forward to a fun–filled and educational year.
Attached you will find a summer reading and writing assignment as is customary.  
Your child should be prepared to lead a discussion on the book “Speak” the required summer reading book for this year’s incoming freshman.   Summer reading is essential.  It ensures students continued practice of skills acquired during the school year, with the added advantage of reading at a more leisurely pace. 

Note to Students: Ninth grade English is an introductory course on the different genres of literature and their connections to the lives of today’s youths/students.  It is my hope that you find intellectual and personal enjoyment during your summer reading. I tried to recommend a book that will broaden your reading horizons, and embody a redeeming social message, but overall a book that I feel you will enjoy reading.  Happy reading and I look forward to meeting you in September.

 Sincerely,

                                                                                         -----------------------------------                                                                                    








Ms. J. Newton

                                                                                                                                          
N.B. Parents please assist your child wherever possible.  Remember your child’s success in school is dependant on the combine effort of teachers and parents.

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT
All incoming freshman are required to read Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson prior to the start of the2014-2015 School year. Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson's stunning debut novel about a young girl finding her voice, is courageous and heart-breaking. Anderson never shies away from the problems encountered by her characters, which is what makes this novel so realistic. 
Please complete the Summer Reading Activity in preparation for class discussion and written analysis during the first week of school. 
Writing Assignment
1. Explain the significance of the title “Speak”. Authors rarely choose a title randomly. Look for the symbolic meaning. 
2.  Analyze this quote “I am my brother’s keeper” Do you agree or disagree?  Cite evidence from the book to support your response.  

  3.   What life lessons have you learned (or have been reinforced) from reading this book?

  4.    What did you like or dislike the most about this book? Explain using details and examples from       the story to support your reasoning.

Rubric:
	Score Points 4
	Score Points 3
	Score Points 2
	Score Points 1

	The student response

provides an accurate

analysis of what the

text says explicitly

and inferentially and

cites convincing

textual evidence to

support the analysis,

showing full

comprehension of

complex ideas

expressed in the text.
	The student response

provides an accurate

analysis of what the

text says explicitly and

inferentially and cites

textual evidence to

support the analysis,

showing extensive

comprehension of

ideas expressed in the text.
	The student

response provides a

mostly accurate

analysis of what the

text says explicitly or

inferentially and cited

textual evidence,

shows a basic

comprehension of

ideas expressed in

the text(s).
	The student

response provides a

minimally accurate

analysis of what the

text says and cited

textual evidence,

shows limited

comprehension of

ideas expressed in

the text(s).


Gill Cornell, Principal
257 North Sixth Street  Brooklyn New York 11211  718-388-1260  Fax 718-486-2576
 “The keystone to your education”     


