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Two local high school teams faced-off Monday night in a grueling, fast-paced basketball game 

to determine the top contender to win the PSAL League Brooklyn A West Conference. 

After clearing through Grand Street Campus, Harry Van Arsdale hosted Automotive High 

School in an all-out fast break match which remained close at times, but in the end, Van 

Arsdale came out on top 84 to 54. 

The Van Arsdale Cardinals took control from the start, maintaining the pace and rhythm of the 

game. Team Captains and seniors Isaiah Torres (10 pts) and Danny Nunez (11 pts) led the 

team, ensuring that their players were on the ball and holding Automotive at bay. Automotive 

fought hard but was unable to keep up, never taking a lead in the contest. At one point, they 

started to go on a run, rebounding the ball well on offense and defense, and were able to tie the 

game at 33. But their fire soon gave out when the Cardinals took a timeout and gathered 

themselves to finish the fight. 

Although Van Arsdale looked composed, they lacked control of the ball on offense with an 

astonishing 21 turnovers. They did make up with 21 assists and 16 steals. 

The player of the game was shooting guard Xavier Davenport who recorded an impressive 28 

points, four steals and four assists. The junior attacked from all ends of the court and made 

three crucial three-pointers that gave his team the advantage over Automotive. Xavier was 

quoted after the game, saying “I felt confident and my teammates believed in me. I knew we 

could get the job done together.”  (continued on the other side) 
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Xavier gives much credit to his coach Thornhill and his teammates for their support. This was 

his fourth game back from a sprained wrist that made him miss a game. It didn’t seem to be a 

factor, and he had a great game against a team that has been a rival to Van Arsdale High 

School. 

The now 7 and 2 Cardinals are chasing the first place Warriors of Benjamin Banneker 

Academy, who are 7-1, and already gave Van Arsdale a loss. The Cardinals have not forgotten 

that loss, and are using it as fuel to ignite them for a rematch, this time at home, on February 

2nd.  

 


