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Participation in Government

Welcome to Participation in Government!  The successful completion of this course satisfies the New York State graduation requirement for one credit of Government and is a half-year (one semester) in length.  The course is a civics course that will provide you with an introduction to the democratic idea that active citizenship in the form of political participation is essential to the health and well-being of both the person and the government.  YOU MUST PASS THIS CLASS in order to graduate from high school.  

If you have any questions about assignments or anything discussed in class feel free to contact me via email at cahill@whsad.org or stop by and speak to me personally in room 328 during office hours.

Grading:  You will be able to view your grades on pupilpath.com.  It will be your responsibility to check the site to monitor your grades and progress - some assignments will not be handed back in class.  To find out your grade you will have to check the website.  

Grading Policy
Assessments = 40%

· Consists of projects, online modules, CCSS performance tasks, writing assignments, journals, quizzes, and tests.
Classwork/Homework = 40%

· A variety of assignments including Supreme Court Case Studies, current event articles, writing pieces, notes, as well as other assignments.
· See Classroom Classwork Rubric
Participation = 20%  

· You start off with these points the first day and they can only be lost.  Behavior problems, being late or skipping class, and being unprepared will impact your average.

· See Participation Rubric 

Academic Honesty
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. All assignments are individual unless instructed otherwise. Copying or allowing another student to copy your work will be considered plagiarism, i.e. cheating. Discussing test information during an exam is also considered cheating – this includes the use of a cell phone or other electronic devices. If a student is caught cheating he/she will receive a grade of zero for that work. Also, parents will be called and disciplinary action may follow.

Technology
We will be using laptops to complete some assignments. You must activate your WHSAD student e-mail. We will be using Google Drive as a method of submitting and storing work in a portfolio online. Part of the required course work for this class is using online modules through everfi.com. Students will be given sufficient time to complete the modules in class. From time to time you may be asked to finish a module outside of class – due dates still apply. Most handouts (extras will be available in the classroom) and assignments will be posted on my website at whsad.org/author/cahill.
Late Work Policy
There is no late work excepted for this class. All work must be submitted on time either in class or online. If you are absent you are still responsible for completing the work.

Supplies
· Single Subject Composition book (to be used for Government only)

· Folder

· Pen (preferably blue/black ink)

· Highlighter

· Flash drive (for digital work)

*These items should be in class with you every day, no exceptions

Student Name: ______________                  Date:_______

Teacher: Ms. Cahill
                        
Class Code: ___________                                  

Classroom Classwork Rubric 

30% of Total Grade
Your classwork grade will be based on the following:

OVERALL NOTEBOOK ORGANIZATION                   Points ________/25 
0-20% of daily classroom notes are organized to classroom standards -5 points 

20--40% of daily classroom notes are organized to classroom standards -10 points

40-60% of daily classroom notes are organized to classroom standards -15 points

60-80% of daily classroom notes are organized to classroom standards -20 points

80-100% of daily classroom notes are organized to classroom standards -25 points
DO NOWS                        Points ________/25

0-20% of Do Nows are present and complete – 5 Points 

20-40% of Do Nows are present and complete – 10 points 

40-60%   of Do Nows are present and complete – 15 points 

60-80% of Do Nows are present and complete – 20 points 

80-100% of Do Nows are present and complete – 25 points 

CLASS NOTES                     Points ________/25
0-20% of class notes are present, complete and meet classroom standards – 5 Points 
20-40% of class notes are present, complete and meet classroom standards – 10 points 

40-60%   of class notes are present, complete and meet classroom standards – 15 points 

60-80% of class notes are present, complete and meet classroom standards – 20 points 

80-100% of class notes are present, complete and meet classroom standards – 25 points 

COMPLETION OF INDEPENDENT STUDENT TASKS            Points ________/25

0-20% of independent student tasks are present, complete and corrected – 5 Points 

20-40% of independent student tasks are present, complete and corrected – 10 points 

40-60% of independent student tasks are present, complete and corrected – 15 points 

60-80% of independent student tasks are present, complete and corrected – 20 points 

80-100% of independent student tasks are present, complete and corrected – 25 points 

Total Classwork Points:  _________________/100 total points 

Student Name: ______________                Date:_______

Teacher: Ms. Cahill
                        
Class Code: ___________                                  

Participation Rubric

20% of Total Grade
Your participation grade will be based on the following:

90-100 points– Come to class every day, on time, behave properly, always do your work, make an active and meaningful contribution to discussions and activities.

75-89 points – Come to class every day, on time, behave properly, always do your work, but don’t actively participate in discussions and activities.

50-74 points – Occasional Absence or lateness, inattentive or talking in class, sometimes don’t do your work, have nothing to say when called upon. 

25- 49 points– Excessive unexcused absence and/or lateness, disruptive behavior in class, rarely or never do your work, never participate, negative or uncaring attitude, immaturity, hostility.

Total Participation Points:  _________________/100 total points 

Student Contract for Government

Fall 2015

Student Name: _________________________________________________________

I have read the classroom rules and requirements for the Social Studies Department.  I understand the rules and requirements and will honor them for the 2015/2016 School Year.

Student Signature:______________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________ Date: ___________

STUDENT COPY

This goes in your folder.


Student Contract for Government

Fall 2015

Student Name: _________________________________________________________

I have read the classroom rules and requirements for the Social Studies Department.  I understand the rules and requirements and will honor them for the 2015/2016 School Year.

Student Signature:______________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________ Date: ___________

TEACHER COPY
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