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Ms. Weinstein 



2015-2016 United States History and Government

WHSAD

Dear Students and Parents/Guardians,

I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself and express my excitement about working with you this year.  My main goal is to have every student succeed to the best of his/her ability. We all must work together to reach the goal of passing the NY State Regents Exam in June. I also hope to spark every student’s curiosity of U.S. History. History is so relevant to everyday life, and we first must understand the past in order understand the present and future.

Additional information about the class is provided in the attached syllabus. Please read the syllabus and sign both forms at the end. Please bring the “teacher copy” back to me; the “student copy” is for your own records.

There are a few materials that need to be purchased so we can stay organized this year.  If obtaining any of these is a problem, please let me know and we can make other arrangements. 

If you ever have any comments, questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at weinstein@whsad.org, call me at the school at (718) 388-1260, or visit my website at http://www.whsad.org/author/weinstein

I am looking forward to a productive and successful year! 

Sincerely,

Ms. Weinstein

Ms. Weinstein

United States History and Government

Course Syllabus 


Course Name:  United States History and Government (HUS21)
Fall Semester, 2015-2016 Academic Year 

September 9th, 2015 – January 25th, 2016

Teacher: Ms. Weinstein

Room: 205

Email: weinstein@whsad.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs: 8th period (1:55pm-2:40pm) 



             




             Wednesday: 2:45-5:45

 
             





or by appointment 

Course Information: United States History and Government

Welcome to U.S. History and Government! This class will cover United States history from the early American colonies to the present, and over the course of the year students will be introduced to geography, history, and citizenship. Through the study of our country and government, students will enhance their critical thinking, reading, writing, and study and test-taking skills. Students will create evidence-based arguments by interacting with various sources from history and the present.

Classroom Rules

1. Respect classmates, teachers and yourself. This includes listening to and respecting the ideas and thoughts of others. Disrespect will not be tolerated. NO NAME CALLING!

2. Sit in your assigned seat

3. Come to class everyday on time and prepared to work.

4. If you are late to class, please come in QUIETYLY, sign the late log, and take your seat.

5. Do not be afraid to voice your opinion! If you have a question, ask it!

6. Always raise your hand to speak and do not speak when others are speaking

7. As per school regulations, bathroom privileges begin 10 minutes after the period has started and end 10 minutes before the period comes to a close. You must ask to be excused and use the pass provided.

8. Please ask permission to eat or drink in class, be neat and throw away your garbage appropriately. MY CLASSROOM IS NOT A TRASHCAN!

9. Obey all WHSAD rules.

Consequences for violation of rules:

1. Verbal warning

2. Verbal warning and written notation to the Dean and Guidance Counselor

3. Verbal warning, written notation as above and parental notification

4. Conference with parent, Dean and/or Guidance Counselor

5. Possible Suspension

Materials:

Each student is expected to come to class prepared EVERYDAY. In order to do so, you will need to bring the following materials to class:

· 3-ring binder with looseleaf paper or a notebook just for Social Studies!)

· Folder

· Pen (blue or black ink) or pencil
Grading Policy & Requirements
Assessments (Unit Tests, Quizzes, Projects, Writing Assignments)
40%

· Unit tests are given at the completion of each unit. There were be periodic quizzes and writing assignments throughout each unit.

Notebook/Daily Student Work (Classwork and Homework)

40%

· This includes daily classwork and all homework assignments.

Class Participation







20%
· Participation is key to learning, especially in Social Studies! Do not be afraid to make your voice heard in a positive way.

Please see attached rubrics for more information

Classroom Procedures
Start of Class:

Handouts for the day will be placed on a desk by the door. Pick one up on your way into the classroom. Every day we will begin with an “AIM” question and “DO NOW” written on the board. Please copy down the Aim Question in the space provided or on loose leaf and begin your Do Now activity as soon as you arrive. The Aim question will be answered during class time as we complete our work and reviewed at the end of the class period.

Classwork: 

Classwork is to be completed in class. We will be practicing skills needed to be a successful historian; therefore it is extremely important to always be on-task. If a student is constantly off task and not completing classwork, the student will receive a zero for class participation that day.

Current Events:

Students will be completing current event projects every marking period. This will consist of reading a current event article from a newspaper or reliable online source (NOT Wikipedia), writing a summary, asking questions, and connecting the article to U.S. history. Students are required to complete FOUR current events a marking period, three of which will be provided and one of which will be found independently. These projects will be completed out of class and each will be due on specific days during each marking period (given at the beginning of each marking period).

Homework:

Homework will be given to reinforce what is being learned in class. It should be completed on the page provided or on a separate piece of loose-leaf paper. Homework will always be checked for completion, and may be collected at times. Homework will be collected at the beginning of class and is considered late if turned in after Do Now completion. NO EXCEPTIONS!
Attendance

Regular attendance is required.  It is difficult to understand the material if you are absent. The more practice you have, the better your reading, writing, and analysis skills will be! 

Late to Class:

Students should have plenty of passing time in between classes to arrive to class on time.  If you are late to class, without a pass from a teacher or the office, you will miss valuable class time. Student who are continuously late or absent to Period 1 classes will be considered CUTTING!

Cutting Class:
Any student that chronically arrives late to class without a pass from an administrator or teacher will be considered cutting class.

As a result of cutting class a student will receive a zero for that day’s work.  A referral will be made to administration and a phone call will be your parent/guardian informing them of your behavior.

Absences from Class:

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and to make up any missed work. Handouts and homework sheets will be placed in the “While You Were Away” bin.
If you know you will be out of class due to extenuating circumstances, please see me ahead of time so you can complete the work you will miss.


Outline of Units 2015-2016

	Unit
	Unit Focus
	Approximate Month

	1
	Road to Independence (1607-1776)
	September-October

	2
	The Constitution: Foundation of American Society (1776-1787)
	October

	3
	The Constitution Tested: Expansion, Nationalism, Sectionalism and Civil War (1787-1865)
	November-December

	4
	A Reconstructed Nation: Post-Civil War Industrialization, Urbanization and Progessivism (1865-1900)
	January

	5
	The Rise of American Power and World War I (1890-1920)
	February

	6
	The Roaring 20s and the Great Depression (1920-1940)
	February-March

	8
	Peace in Peril: World War II (1935-1945)
	March-April

	9
	Peace with Problems: The Cold War (1945-1990)
	April-May

	10
	Social and Economic Change and Globalization (1945-present)
	May-June

	
	REGENTS REVIEW!!
	June


If you or your parent/guardian have any questions about any of the above, I can be reached any time via email at weinstein@whsad.org.  You can also call me at school, (718) 388-1260, and leave a message. It is your responsibility to take this contract home and review it with your parent/guardian. Please bring it back tomorrow signed by you and your parent/guardian.
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Student Contract for United States History and Government

Student Name: _________________________________________________________

I have read the classroom rules and requirements for United States History and Government. I understand these rules and requirements and will honor them for the 2015-2016 School Year.

Student Signature:______________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________ Date: ___________

STUDENT COPY-for you to keep
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Student Contract for United States History and Government

Student Name: _________________________________________________________

I have read the classroom rules and requirements for United States History and Government. I understand these rules and requirements and will honor them for the 2015-2016 School Year.

Student Signature:______________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________ Date: ___________

TEACHER COPY-turn this one in
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