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Syllabus for ESL
Teacher: Miss Nelson

Email: Nelson@whsad.org
Rooms 322, 209
Office Hours: Period 6 (12:20 pm – 1:06 pm) TBA
Welcome Parents/Guardians and students:

Welcome to a new and exciting school year at WHSAD.  My Name is Ms. Nelson and I will be your child's 9th, 10th and 11th and 12 grade ESL teacher.  I hope you had a wonderful summer.  This year promises to be both exciting and challenging at the same time as we work to get ready for the NYSESLAT and Regents exams.  

1. Course Description: 
Speaking, listening, reading and writing are the four competencies we focus on in the ESL classroom.  The objective is to enable students to become functional members of the English speaking society.  Alongside the four competencies, grammar will play an implicit and explicit role in the classroom.  Implicit grammar will be taught through various kinds of texts, such as short stories, newspaper articles, song lyrics, novels and films.  Through the literary media students will learn the skills required for class discussion, literature analysis and interpretation, debating, creative writing and the writing of paragraphs, essays, cover letters and resumes.  Explicit grammar lessons will consists of the mechanics of English.  We will be covering fragment sentences, run-on sentences, parts of speech etc.  By the end of the course students will be able to listen, read, speak and read using correct grammar.  They will also be able to read and understand short stories, newspaper article and short novels.  

2. Materials: Black and white marble notebook, pen, pencil, eraser, sharpener, two folders.

3.  Rules and Expectations 
      All rules in the classroom revolve around creating a caring, cooperative and effective learning environment.  There is a ZERO tolerance policy when it comes to disrespecting of fellow students and teachers.  In our ESL class we listen and respect each other’s culture, religion, thoughts and opinions.  Name calling and teasing is not allowed.

4.  Attendance and lateness
Please be sure to arrive to class on time.  Repeated lateness will result in parental notification.  Attendance is Mandatory and also necessary in order to keep up with assignments.  Tardiness will affect your grades negatively.

5.  Grading policy:
*   Assessments: Exams, writing Tasks, Essays, and Projects                                 40%

*   Notebook/Daily Student Work:  

                                                       Classwork                                                          30%
                                                        Homework                                                        10%
* Class participation                                                                                               20%                                                                                                          
Assessment 40%

Exams, Writing Tasks, Essays and projects 30%

·  Exams will be given at the end of each unit and will be designed to prepare the 10th and 11th grade students for the Regents Exam.  In May ALL ESL students are mandated to take the NYSESLAT.  Assessments will be cumulative.  Other writing tasks and projects will be assigned and counted as assessments throughout the term.
· Quizzes – 10%

Quizzes will be given once per week.  They will be short and designed to take about 20 minutes based on the books we will be reading.  These will all be evidence based quizzes as we will be following the Common Core Curriculum.  There will be a vocabulary test once a week.  

Notebook/Daily Student Work 40%

Classwork 30%
· All students are required to have a writing Composition Notebook specifically for ESL.  This will be kept in the classroom. Students will use their notebook to write daily notes as well as the Aim and the Do Now every day.  Handouts will be stapled into the notebook.  Once per week notebooks will be checked for the following: Name, date, the completion of the DO NOW, the daily Aim, completed notes for each day of the week as well as any handout given out.  Students will be given feedback from the teacher based on overall organization of the notebook as well as work completed.
Home Work – 10%


There will be homework given at least twice per week.  Assigned homework will be written on the board and will be posted on the website (Nelson@whsad.org).  Upon entering the classroom please place your work in the homework basket.  If you are absent the homework is expected within 24 hrs. of your return to class.  It is your responsibility to go on the website and check for homework.
Student Progress Points – Bonus points awarded at the discretion of the teacher, based on the progress made.
Classwork/participation 20%
Classwork consists of completing the DO NOW, being prepared for class with the necessary materials and arriving to class on time.  It also includes ALL in-class assignments and participating in classroom discussion.

Tentative Course Outline – ESL 
	Date/topic
	Date/topic

	Freshmen

September – Unit 1  
Grammar:  
 *  Language essentials of grammar and writing 

* Daily paragraph editing

* Importance of grammar and syntax

* Narrative Writing

*Vocabulary Quiz

*Write arguments to support claims based on    

   evidence from the book
* Leveled questions based on Blooms    

  Taxonomy
House On Mango Street – Sandra Cisneros

. 

	Sophomore and Juniors

September – October – Unit 1
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
· Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
· Explore and inquire into areas of interest to formulate an argument. 
· Leveled questions based on Blooms Taxonomy.

	October - November -  Unit 2
Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck
· Short story
· Making inferences, cause & Effect essays
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings

· Analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper).

· Write arguments to support claims based on evidence from the book.

· Leveled questions based on Blooms Taxonomy.

December – January - Unit 3
Grapes Of Wrath by John Steinbeck

· Write arguments to support claims based on evidence from the text.
· Analyze themes in the book.

· Work in groups on projects and to present their findings to the class.
· Leveled questions based on Blooms Taxonomy.

Date/Topic
Freshmen
February – March – Unit 4
MacBeth by William Shakespeare
· Analyze the use of rhetorical devices in persuasive writing

· Review documentation and citation skills for research composition

· Research-based persuasive essay composition

· Short essay (BCR) analysis of Shakespeare’s literature

· Review of critical approaches to literature

· Literary analysis essay composition

· Write arguments to support claims based on evidence from the book.
· Leveled questions based on Blooms Taxonomy

April – May – Unit 5

Midsummer’s Night Dream-William Shakespeare
· Students will explore the themes of love, reality, fantasy, class structure, and cultural/societal influences on behavior to understand and analyze the play, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, by William Shakespeare.

· Define what is comedy?

· Analyze the complexities of love how can love be difficult? What forces impede love?

· Determine how fantasy and imagination influence how we see the world and behave toward each other?

· Analyze how MND and comment on the times in which it was written
· Write arguments to support claims based on evidence from the book.
· Leveled questions based on Blooms Taxonomy.

June – Unit 6

Speech – Dr. Martin Luther King – I have a Dream.
· Read and analyze a text closely for the underlying idea.

· Back ground on civil Rights

· Identify Rhetorically significant words , words which bring passion to a text.

· Introduction to the genre diamante ( a style of poetry that is made up of seven lines.  The text forms the shape of a diamond.

· Explore the relationship between the structure and the meaning of a poem.

· Draw conclusions about the way a writer’s choice plays a role in his writing.

· Write arguments to support claims based on evidence from the book.
· Leveled questions based on Blooms Taxonomy

	November – December – Unit 2
Drown by Junot Diaz
· Character Description

· Object Description

· Immigration/Migration

· Leveled questions based on Bloom Taxonomy.

· Short Essay Questions

· Write arguments to support claims based on evidence from the text and outside sources.
January – Unit 3
Analyze Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address) for its theme, purposes, and rhetorical features. 

a. Read, annotate, and analyze informational texts on topics related to diverse and non-traditional cultures and viewpoints.

b. Write arguments to support claims based on evidence from the speech.

c. Leveled questions based on Blooms Taxonomy

Date/Topic
Sophomore/Junior

February- March  Unit 4

Animal Farm – John Steinbeck. 

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.
· Analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text.
· A Brief History Of Communism in Russia
· Parallels between Animal Farm and Actual Historical Events and Character.
· Building a Dictatorship.

· Questions for discussion and writing vocabulary and activities

· Suggested Essay Topics 

· Evaluation Rubric for essay writing

· Leveled questions based on Bloom Taxonomy

· Writing arguments to support claims based on evidence from the text and outside sources.

April – May – Unit 5
The tragedy Of Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare
· Responding to Literature Interpret, analyze, and evaluate narratives, poetry, and drama, aesthetically and ethically by making connections to: other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events and situations.
· The students will read Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and be able to summarize its

major points and identify standard story grammar (i.e. setting, conflict, characters, rising

action, climax, denouement, resolution).

· The students will identify the focal themes of the unit (love and sacrifice, actions and

· consequences, fate and free will) within the play and their enduring presence throughout

literature and life.
· Evaluation rubric for essay writing.

· Leveled questions based on Blooms Taxonomy.

· Writing arguments to support claims based on evidence from the text and other sources.

June – Unit 6 ELA Regents
· Closed Reading

· Annotating text

· Using templates for question 26, 27, 28.

· Reusing old Regents Exam to help students 

· Mock Regents Exam

· Regents Prep (After School)

· Mock Listening Exercises

· Strategies for taking the exam



Tentative Book List ESL 2014- 2015   September 2014 – June 2015
Freshmen
September 2014 - House On Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros.
October 2014 – November ‘Of Mice and Men’ by John Steinbeck

December 2014 – January, 2015 - Grapes Of Wrath by John Steinbeck

February – March 2015 – Macbeth by William Shakespeare
April  - May, 2015 Midsummer’s Night Dream by William Shakespeare

June, 2015 – Speech – I Have A Dream by Dr. Martin Luther King
Sophomores and Juniors
September – October - Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
November – December – Drown by Junot Diaz
January 2015 – Analyze Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address by Abraham Lincoln
February – March 2015 – Animal Farm by John Steinbeck

April – May 2015 – The Tragedy Of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

5.  Texts
1.  Grammar in context

2.  Fundamentals of English Grammar

3.  Various Newspaper Articles.

4.  Short stories (The House On Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros)

5.  Films

6.  Song Lyrics

7.  Poetry

6. Topics to be covered
· Grammar (Infinite, past/present/future tenses, verbs, conjugations, etc).

· Reading Comprehension/ reading response/Journals

· How to build an argument for debate

· Creative Writing

· Paragraph Writing/ Summaries

· Essay writing

· Analyzing song lyrics and poetry.

· Claims based on evidence from the text
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