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WHSAD VISITS THE COLLEGE FAIR Written by: Antonio Perez

On October 15th, WHSAD Students were blessed with the opportunity to attend a college fair at the Aviator Center.

i Students had the chance to not only explore what colleges were attending the event but to also explore their interest
in potential majors or minors. Representatives from all colleges at the fair were present and students were able to
have one on one conversations with the people who actually work at the office of admissions! This is important be-
cause students get to make a lasting first impression on the people who may eventually be deciding whether or not
they want to accept them into their schools. All the students attending took advantage of this gracious opportunity to
not only make impressions but to also prepare for their futures. As juniors and seniors the time to think about colleg-
es is now, and this fair helped many students to do just that. Many colleges that people were initially unfamiliar with
and or had no clue even existed were introduced to these students, and actually had students intrigued and involved
with the schools. Learning more about colleges is important because sooner than later the time where we have to
eventually apply for colleges is approaching and it's best for us to be prepared as soon as possible so we can know
all our options regarding schools.

Bryant Perez a WHSAD Junior had this to say about the event, “The college fair was great, specially because it al-
lowed me to look at colleges that | didn’t even know existed, and the best part is that they are really good, affordable
and now on top of my list of colleges Il like to go to.”

Jonah Vazquez a WHSAD Junior had this to say about the event, “Being able to not only view colleges but to also speak to representatives and gain more in-
sight about the colleges was an unexpected yet welcomed surprise for me. | was able to have discussions with these representatives and learn more specifics
about colleges | was originally not familiar with.”

Ariana Lowery a WHSAD Junior had this to say about the event, “I personally liked the College Fair because | got to explore not only a diverse pallet of
schools but also explore my own interests. Right now I’'m not sure about what | want to major in in college but having the chance to participate in a fair like this
gives me that chance to explore all my possibilities.”

Jessica Juarez a WHSAD Junior had this to say about the event, “Something that | liked about the college fair is that there were many colleges and universi-
ties from NY and from other states. | find it interesting that there’s many colleges in NY that are not too far from where | live and that some colleges don'’t ask for
your SAT score. I'm still not sure what college | should go to.”

Gabriel Nieves a WHSAD Junior had this to say about the event, “I liked how the colleges were very friendly about telling us about the college. | found it inter-
esting that there’s plenty of colleges in upstate NY that people don’t even know about. | learned about Alfred University which is upstate and has cool technolo-
gy majors.”

VA G I RLS VOLLEYBALL Written by: Jeremy Ceballos

_ Ms.Huguet: “Our First game was amazing. Our girls came through. We started off a little sketchy. The first

~ match was 25 to 23. The second match was in our favor 25 to 22. But in the third match, the girls really showed
their talents by leaving them with 10 points. They really pulled through and got themselves together in the third
match. Our biggest challenge last year was our defense. Last year we had girls who were learners, learning
how to play defense. We had lots of strong hitters last year, but this year it's been a big change; we have more
defensive players and a few more hitters of whom a lot are new. Returning players are stepping up, and I'm
amazed at the new talent that we do have. The only problem we faced this year so far is having a large team;
other than that it's great to have a large team and lots of girls to come out. Unfortunately | couldn’t accept them
all. As far as the new girls learning they stepped up to the plate and learned all the basics skills of volleyball.
Tomorrow we have a scrimmage game and it’s also a learning game. We don’t know how the other team plays,
but I'm sure we’ll do well. This team is going to be very strong and I'm looking forward to seeing those who are
going to be graduating and those are coming up like my juniors who are really stepping up to the plate. I'm not
sure how the other team plays but I'm sure we’re going to do very well.”

Milana Baldizzi: “My role as team captain is making sure everyone's doing what they can and learning and developing their skills and helping people out and
on the court taking responsibility for my team. Making sure practices and games goes as well as they can. Last year | wasn’t a captain this is my first year as co
-captain. Problems that we faced last season were mostly communication that we were struggling with but which comes with time and practice and bonding as
a team. To overcome these problems we need to practice and call the ball and do everything we can to make sure everyone what they are supposed to be do-
ing and what they have to be doing. Last year was my first year it was my junior year | really stepped up and took responsibilities and I'm a fast learner so this
year I'm co-captain and I'm just helping motivate my team. As Captain, you need to step up and be confident in your skills and being confident as a leader. You
can’t be shy you need to need to show your leadership characteristics so people can listen to you so it’s really having a leadership quality. As a senior who is
also team captain I'm leaving next but we already choose a captain for next year from people that really stepped up and are stepping up and becoming more
mature in their gameplay. Definitely one of the big factors that I'm looking for in colleges besides my major is if they have a volleyball team or club team. I'm cur-
rently looking at a couple of SUNY schools but more especially SUNY ESF and the University of Buffalo.”

WHSAD,S DANCE CLUB Written by: Jeremy Ceballos

The supervisor for Dance Club Ms.Soto said, “5 years ago, a group of girls suggested that we make a dance club
because there was nothing to do after school. They asked me if I'll be their supervisor, and | said yes. They asked
me to be the supervisor of Dance Club because they used to hang out in my room after school all the time and
through talking with me they found out that | used to dance and they got very excited because they love dancing so
= that's why they asked me. | used to be in dance school since | was 5. | dance everything Ballet, Hip Hop, typical
dances from the Dominican Republic. | think my role as supervisor of the Dance Club is important to the students
because it gives them a good way to have fun even though academics is a requirement to join. They have a way to
have fun and meet other people after school. | like it so that's why | do it.

The following members of Dance Club Melina Jorge, Edgar Perez, Kiara Paulino, Crismay Fernadez, Haydee
Santos, Premnauth Ramchan, had this to say, “The Dance Club has been around for 5 years. My favorite songs
are hip-hop songs and upbeat songs we don't really do slow songs here. Students can get involved in the dance
club by talking to Ms. Soto and coming to Room 222. Some benefits of joining Dance Club are getting the chance to
interact with people from different grades and both genders. You are able to open up and meet new people. Ms. Soto is a great asset to our club because we
can go to her whenever we need help. Dancing is a good way to express yourself, and dancing is a good skill and it can become a hobby and it's something
new to try.”




WHSAD,S COMMUNITY SERVICE Written by: Bryant Perez

Community service is a huge part of any community; it helps make a community more stable by helping people
and the environment with activities such as gardening, food drives, garbage clean-ups, etc. Ms. Spaziani,
WHSAD’s Career Enhancement Coordinator and Freshman Instructional Support teacher, organizes communi-
ty service events and believes that community service is important because it teaches students firsthand how

doing nice things for someone else, even the smallest of things, can touch life all around. Students learn im-
.""" 'IIU'"“""‘ ,_,..a ‘ ‘ portant values such as cooperation, generosity, and honesty, helping them be better people for a better future.
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Studies also consistently show that engaging in community service activities is healthy for mental and emotion-
al states.

Another great factor of community services is the joy stu- g
dents get from participating. According to Ms. Spaziani,
“Students have been returning expressing how content
they are with doing community service.” She also has
noticed friendships that started in community service
and have flourished over time. This is the type of experience makes community service so sociable and fun.
The enroliment for community services has also increased from 10 students to 35!

course of time thanks to community services.” This shows that community services can really be a sociable
and enjoyable activity, but what are some other benefits of community service? According to Alexa, the ben-
efits are “building strong connections with my friends and teachers. It also has helped me express my crea-
tivity.” Meanwhile Ms. Spaziani said, “[Students] learn things that they don’t get a chance to otherwise, like
different careers and hands-on activities such as building and physical work, so it gives them ideas of what
they want for their futures. Making the benefits different experiences and creating more connections with
people.”

Mr. Auffrey, WHSAD’s Community School Director, is in charge of keeping track of community service hours and helping students achieve their 100 hours of
“career enhancement activities.” In order to gain hours, students must participate in an activity that is aligned with after school clubs or provides support to a
teacher, such as tutoring. The purpose is to help students gain skills and connect with different students/staff in the school to help them improve as students and a
future professionals. Students aren’t limited by certain activities. so it is possible to participate in various community service events, allowing students to enjoy di-
verse experiences and to grow in different ways from those various experiences.

If the 100 hours requirement aren’t met by a certain time, Mr. Auffrey and the guidance department will reach out to the student in order to coordinate and find op-
portunities for them for career enhancement activities. These activities let students feel proud of their work in the community and allow them to socialize and meet
new friends. Community service is a win-win situation where both the student and the community benefits.

ARC H ITECTU RAL G RI LLE Written by: Antonio Perez

On October 16th WHSAD Students in the Architectural Grille program went on site to Architectural
Grille to discuss the future of the program and projects. Architectural Grille has been partnered with
WHSAD for a few years and has seen the creation of several design projects by students. Grille
gives students the opportunity to experience what it is like to work, as students have to meet vigor-
ous deadlines and ensure that the work they are producing is up to the quality which is expected of
them. Not only do students receive this working experience but they also get to learn from trained
professionals in the field and discover possible unknown passions. Grille gives students that oppor-
tunity to explore their creative sides and simultaneously learn more about architecture and how to
operate programs.

Ryan Singh, a WHSAD Sophomore in Grille had this to say about his experience while creating a
design, “While creating designs the problems | faced were with the positive and negative space for
the actual grilles. My particular shelf design was hard because of the measurements and the overall
parts and how they would be put together. | overcame these issues through the help of my teachers
and peers. | like that as students in Grille we not only can create our own unique designs but that
we also can keep it.”

TEENS TAKE TH E M ET Written by: Melina Jorge

Make sure you check out Melina’s weekly update on events around New York City by listening to Friday’s announcements or check-
ing out the WHSAD web site.

On Friday November 9th, 2018 | attended The Metropolitan Museum of Art for Teens Take the Met. It was a rainy night and all the
teens were lined up outside waiting to be let into the huge museum. Once we got in my friends and | got lost and wandered off into
all the exhibits the museum had to offer. We learned so much about religion, war, and art from centuries ago. Once we realized
where we were supposed to be we saw so many teens in one place decorating bags, taking selfies, getting tattoos, and so much
more. They had a table for all teens from science to politics. One student Branly Perez described his experience saying, “ My experi-
ence was very good. | enjoyed the activities that i participated in and all the beautiful paintings | saw.” Another student, Carlos Rodri-
guez said, “ | had fun, saw lots of beautiful work and interesting activities. 10/10 experience.” Overall the night was full of fun and ad-
venture and | hope teens everywhere will be joining in years to come!

FEATURED

Noak Newbery is currently a freshman at WHSAD. Before Noak became a student at
WHSAD, he was enrolled in WHSAD’s Summer Bridge Program. Below Noak recalls his
process while designing a cantilever bed.

“| started my initial design process roughly a month ago. My inspiration for the project
roots from my interests in furniture design. | wanted to design a piece of furniture which
could be practical and minimalistic. My work and experience in the Summer Bridge Pro-
gram helped me in my design because | had to think of my design in a more realistic ap-
proach and how things would interact. Floor plans helped me with my design because |
had to think about how the bed frame would be on the other side of the wall. During the
design process | faced no complications, the design was overall straightforward. From
my envision of the design to its completion, the whole process took around 5 hours.
Knowing which materials to use for specific parts of the design was straightforward, | was
thinking that the metal would give the right strength necessary to withstand the weight of
the bed and hold it up. The wooden components of the bed frame would give the comfort
necessary to place your mattress within in and still have wood below.”




MALE LEAD E RS H I P C LU B Written by: Jeremy Ceballos

WHSAD’s Male Scholars program meets weekly on Wednesday afternoons. A group of male students gathers to discuss topics ranging from personal life hap-
penings, future goals, community concerns, and whatever else may generate from these meetings. One major goal of the group is to create and foster more
healthy connections with New York City police officers. The facilitator of the group is Dana Rachlin, founder of NYC Together. Below, students, Ms. Rachlin, and
New York City police officer, Carlos Posada provide their thoughts on the club.
- W™ %“h Nathaniel Adams, WHSAD Junior and club participant says, “This club gives me a
. place to truly be myself.”

J05|ah Connell, WHSAD Junior and club participant says that he comes every
week “to experience new things that we never did or have never seen before. We
e . also have serious conversations about our everyday lives.”
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P : & “f8 ‘Timothy, WHSAD Junior and club participant says, “I like that we get to interact
R v w d " . Wwith the police and see them in a positive way and not like how they are viewed in

Officer Carlos Posada said “The goal of the program is to take young men here
| at this school to mentor them for a period of time. We are here to reiterate the im-

erate the importance of behavior and how to act after we get out of high school.
People tend to clown off in high school, but in the real world, there are real conse-
quences for the stuff that you do. When you are in high school, you can have a
temper and throw a tantrum, maybe mouth off to a teacher but in college, you
would get kicked out. There are no second chances in college. My personal aca-
demics weren’t my strong suit. | clowned off in high school and continued that into
college and paid the price. That price was | got a WU on my transcript. It's an F ba-
S sically. It was so hard getting it off my record.

' ‘ We also share as officers our life experiences in the program. We empathize with
them and tell them we’ve been down thls path, and we know what it’s like. We know how this is not going to help and you need to make better choices. We also
do a lot of reading. We pick up current events and we come together and apply it to our lives and put ourselves in their shoes and ask what if this was us? How
can we make better choices? How can we learn from some else's mistakes? | envision for my kids in the program to be successful people in life. Again, when | do
one-on-ones, | tell them about my experiences, and they share what they have been through and we show them that there is a light at the end of the tunnel.



