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Brandi Daniels, NYCFC Representative

Though you enjoyed helping people and giving back to the community as a kid, what 
truly made you want to pursue this as your career and life profession?

"There comes a time where you're asked, 'What do you want to do with your life?' And, when I 
was a teenager, my life was soccer. It was live, eat, and breathe soccer until about 21 years old 
when I stopped playing college soccer. And as you probably know, they don't really pay women 
enough to make a living off of playing soccer professionally. So, I was left with the question of, 
'What do I really want to do? What do I like doing? What's my passion?' I came up with the three 
things: I like playing soccer, I like traveling, and I like giving back to people. So those were my 
core passions. Giving back to people makes me happy. It makes me feel like I'm doing something 
right... I never knew that there was a job that would give me these three things, but here I am 
today."

On Monday, January 18th, 2021, the New York City Football Club 
(NYCFC) hosted a Poetry Workshop in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. The purpose of the event was to empower and educate youth on 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s work and its relevance to today. 
Panelists/Co-hosts at the event included James Gnatt, Damien 
Tillman, Heather Butts, Brandi Daniels, Tony Rocha, Michael Blake, 
and Joneé Billy. 

Damien Tillman, co-host of the event, posed questions related to 
youth empowerment to the panelists. In addition to brainstorming 
what the youth could do to advocate for their futures, the group 
addressed big issues facing the nation today. One of the topics 
discussed during the event was the need for equal access to a proper 
education throughout the nation. By understanding and addressing an 
issue, the solution will become easier to achieve. In light of this, it is 
imperative to speak about significant topics with the youth.

“I think having the ability to get educated, across the board no matter where you live is something that needs to be better established in the 
country.” - Tony Rocha, New York Football Club First Team Player.

The poetry workshop took place after the panel. It was an opportunity for the youth to express themselves through their own literary work that 
they could share with others.

I contacted panelists Heather Butts and Brandi Daniels so that they could provide more insight on the event and their hopes for future events.



At the beginning of the event, it was mentioned that the goal was to educate and empower the youth. Do you believe this 
objective was achieved by the end of the event?

"I think it was achieved. Could it have been more achieved? Yes. It was to educate, yes, but to find education, you also want to start a 
conversation. So, there might have been families there that are sitting there with their kids that might not have understood something that was 
going on, so they ask their parents. And they have that conversation, and they go down that road, so I thought that was really interesting."

Brandi, you mentioned it could have been better or more achieved, is there anything you would have liked to add to the 
event?

"We had this great product, a great event, and my thing is to get it out to as many people as possible... And I know it's virtual, we had 40 people, 
we had 70 sign-ups. But, in my head, it's, 'How can we get those 70 people on? How can we get those 40 youth on and then 30 adults? Or, how 
can we get 100 youth on?'... In that way, it's, 'How do we spread this word? How do we spread this great event to more people?'

What topics do you wish to see discussed or added onto in future events?

"So, this upcoming open mic is the second event to the workshop. You didn't have to be involved in the workshop to take part in the open mic. 
But, we're looking to focus on ten youth who'll present during that night, and we're going to add a competition into it where, the winner will be 
able to receive an NYCFC prize pack, a first-team player will recite their piece, and they'll also be highlighted in a visual video content piece... So, 
we want to uplift the youth voice in this open mic."

What do you hope the attendees took away from the event's discussions?

"I think the main takeaway of the last event is that their words and their thoughts really make a difference... And to really drive and empower 
what the youth are thinking."

Heather Butts, MLK Event Panelist

At the beginning of the event, it was mentioned that the goal was to educate and empower the youth. Do you believe this 
objective was achieved by the end of the event?

"I thought that the event was outstanding. People don't see stuff on the other side. People didn't see an hour beforehand that there was all this 
prep and work with people behind the scenes that they've never seen.  And to Brandi's point, I'm somebody that really feels like I'm more of a 
facilitator to education, and I think that event did that. I think that event allowed people to grow in terms of learning what it is to do poetry and 
being able to express themselves in an open environment. And I think that's kind of the ultimate in terms of being able to educate people. When 
they're able to dig within themselves and realize there were aspects of them that they didn't even know that they had. So, I totally enjoyed the 
event and I think NYCFC did a fabulous job at it."

What do you hope the attendees took away from the event's discussions?

"I totally agree with everything Brandi just said, and the only other thing I would add is, we do a disservice a lot to young people in terms of 
making assumptions about what their needs are, what they want, and what will resonate with them. This is Brandi's focus from the very 
beginning, I remember when she first talked to me about it. The focus wasn't to have a bunch of adults talking to young people, the focus was for 
young people to be able to work with each other, and come up with their own ideas... I would love to have more students participate in the next 
one so they can get that opportunity. Which again, I think as adults we don't always allow that space for young people... Hopefully, this will give 
access to students like the WHSAD students to a program that they otherwise might not have known about. So I'm really excited about more 
WHSAD students getting involved with it, and more involved with New York City Football Club (NYCFC)..."



Essay by Leo Hartley

Recently, there have been continuous debates and arguments about what the best TV show of the 21st century is so far. Before making a decision on this 
matter, one has to take into consideration all the factors that determine whether a TV show is the best of the best. Some factors include acting, production, setting, 
show length, and quality for its time. In my personal opinion, the best television show of the 21st century that I have watched is “The Wire”. There are many 
varieties and different types of shows, ranging from comedies, anime, documentaries, as well as foreign media, but to me, The Wire resides above the rest.  
Spoilers 

Lastly, The Wire paints both sides of the coin in complex light, meaning that not only 
can the audience watch situations unravel in the streets, but also see similar situations 
occur in the police station or work office, which is unseen. The point of views alternate 
between the police officers, detectives, and others working with the law, to the people 
in the streets and in the docks committing the crimes . The show fully depicts and 
explains all sides of the same story, showing in detail how all characters, jobs or 
positions tie together. On multiple occasions we see the two sides meet. For example: 
McNulty and Bodie. Bodie is a soldier and drug-dealer McNulty is a police officer 
who is a part of Baltimore’s Homicide Unit. McNulty and Bodie build a bond with 
each other through various conversations. This innocent friendship ends abruptly when 
Bodie is killed for associating and talking with McNulty. 

Set in the gritty inner-city of Baltimore, The Wire flawlessly captures 
the environment and surroundings of the teens and young adults growing up in 
the lower income neighborhoods of Maryland’s best known city. All of the 
locations used for filming the show were not pre-built sets, but actually the real 
streets and derelict buildings of Baltimore. One major location is the Pit. The 
Pit is a set of low rise housing projects in West Baltimore. Lines of addicts 
bend around the many corners of the rundown homes covered with boarded 
windows and doors in the Pit, creating an unmatched atmosphere. Named the 
McCullough Homes in real life, it is where most of the drug dealing and 
important meetings occur in the first season. The setting, although not pretty, is 
beautiful and raw in its own way; not sugar-coating anything, unlike previous 
shows about crime. The reality of the background of every scene is what brings 
this show next to perfection. The images that are painted by The Wire add to 
make it so believable. 

When it comes to character work “The Wire” is second to none. The show draws characters very well, shaping their personalities as the characters struggle with 
moral, economical, and personal dilemmas. For example, Michael, a younger teenager working for a local drug dealer is portrayed as a troubled kid, always 
refusing help of any form, let it be money, school assistance, or even a ride home. The show does not immediately give a reason for his behavior, but as the 
seasons progress and Michael is more focused on, the audience can understand that Michael was abused as a child by his father who has recently come back into 
his life, moving in with his mother and brother, Bug. He is faced with many problems, such as how to deal with his father, how to ensure safety for his brother, 
and how to provide for the family, as his mother is a heroin addict and there is no food in the house. After leaving school, Michael is soon recruited by Chris and 
Snoop, soldiers for Marlo Stanfield (a drug kingpin), and asks for his father to be killed. Michael starts working for Chris and Snoop, and new problems begin to 
develop. These problems mold Michael into the person he is by the end of the show, and the acting done by Tristan Wilds really shows depth and true 
emotion/character. While it may not seem unique to the show, the execution is second to none making it stand above other procedurals that place character work 
second.

The Low rises in Baltimore where many scenes 
were filmed

Michael Lee played by Tristan Wilds



Another example of the intersecting paths of opposing characters in the show is the case of Frank Sobotka. Frank is the leader of the union at the docks and has 
been smuggling for most of his professional career. Once the viewers are introduced to him, we are given insight on many things going on his personal, 
professional, and family life. Yet at the same time, the audience learns about Spiros Vondas and the Greek, who are involved in smuggling at the docks. As time 
goes on, more cognizance on the situation between Sobotka and the Greek and his associates is brought to the watcher’s eyes. When Mr. Sobotka meets his 
untimely fate, we can fully understand the situation and no parts are missing, as we were given an insight on both sides. Frank fits into this because he and Spiros 
are complete opposites, yet they both end up crossing paths, and both of their perspectives are depicted clearly prior to and after their confrontation. This shows 
how the Wire illustrates multiple points of view and manages to tie them together flawlessly. 

To conclude, The Wire is the best example of a perfectly-executed show 
that kept its quality for multiple seasons and never failed to be captivating and 
leaving you on the edge of your seat. It is arguably the best TV show of the 
21st century. The Wire captures the environment and the setting of the 
characters in the show very well, and also maintains the authenticity and 
rawness of the surroundings. Secondly, this show draws characters very well, 
using problems and predicaments that show up along the storyline to mold the 
people in the show’s personalities and explain their actions. And lastly, The 
Wire depicts two sides of the same story, giving insight in great detail to more 
overlooked situations, and still manages to tie them together in the end. The 
Wire is a very powerful work of art depicting the harsh reality for many in 
America and is an all around masterpiece in every regard.

Curated by Mekhi Brown

As we all know, 2020 was an unprecedented year full of negativity. So much went on and almost none of the happenings of last year were good. But 
one thing I feel everyone can agree on is that music helped us make it through a bunch of hardship. Despite the negativity that clouded 2020, last 
year was a pretty good year for music. Many new promising artists emerged, many popular artists made returns, and many great songs and albums 
were released.

Out of all the albums I listened to in 2020 I think the best one was by Lil Uzi 
Vert called Eternal Atake.  I believe that this was the best album because every 
song had a fast beat. I personally love fast songs as it is great to listen to to help 
motivate while playing sports or working out. Furthermore, all my friends 
enjoyed the album as well so I was able to have a conversation with them about 
it which I enjoyed. I personally believe that any album that is true to the artist is 
good. I feel that every album and song written has a story and message. So I 
don’t feel like one album would be better than the next as they are all different 
platforms to tell a story. I personally enjoy fast songs such as rap and hip hop 
but there are plenty other songs that I enjoy listening to that are slow or 
different genres. 

                                                         ~Ryan Singh



Of all the albums that I’ve heard in 2020 I think the best has to be My Turn by 
Lil Baby. I think that it was the best album because of how diverse the songs were. The 
album didn’t just have one perspective or topic and it really showed the growth of Lil 
Baby as an artist. The beats were good, his flows were different, his features went 
along with him as an artist and the songs they were on as well, and there were plenty 
of songs for people who don’t normally listen to Lil Baby to enjoy. I think for an 
album to be considered “Good” you have to look at more than just the album. You 
have to look at the artist and how skilled they are and how they are in their genre of 
music and their past projects. After taking that into account you have to look at the 
beats on the project, how well the artist is over them and what unique aspects like 
lyrics and the message that they are sending out.                                                                                              
~Gilver Bueno

Out of all the albums I listened to in 2020 I think the best one 
was Shoot for the Stars Aim For The Moon by Pop Smoke. I believe 
Shoot For The Stars Aim For the Moon was the best album to be 
released because it had multiple liked artists featured on songs and the 
album’s flow was different. Listening to Pop Smoke gives me energy 
and confidence. His beat and voice is unique. Pop Smoke’s music is 
very liked in his hometown (New York) some people call him an icon 
and a legend. RIP to Pop Smoke. I feel that making an album “GOOD” 
is for the flow to be different, music versatile, and the lyrics are 
meaningful. Music has a big impact on people, especially the lyrics as 
they change people's lives on a more personal level. 

                                                                                                  
~Diamond Jefferson

Out of all the albums I listened to in 2020 Eternal Atake by Lil Uzi Vert 
was the best! I believe Eternal Atake was the best album because I was going 
through a rough time and this album helped me get through it. Most of the 
songs related to my situation. Eternal Atake made me feel better and pushed 
me to move forward from my situation. Listening to Lil Uzi Vert brings me lots 
of energy and good emotions towards my daily life. I feel like any artist who 
puts their effort and makes the music related to people’s daily emotions would 
be a “GOOD” album. I personally enjoy rap and pop beats and rhythms for an 
album, therefore I find myself enjoying albums with those elements more. 
People mainly listen to music that relates to their own emotions and I feel that 
is what contributes to making a good album. I personally love Eternal Atake 
but wanted new features.
                                                                                            ~Areli Garcia

Of all the albums that I’ve heard in 2020 I think the best has to 
be Fine Line by Harry Styles. I think that Fine Line was the best album 
because of how cheerful the songs are. This album has so many great 
messages for young people and older people because it helps people 
understand and have a good feeling with what they hear. A so called 
“good” album should have feelings and words the artist feels could 
relate to his/her or their fans. I'm hoping all the artists I listen to come 
out with new albums.
                                                                                        ~Sukilie Hughes 



Every track off of Lady Gaga’s sixth studio album, “Chromatica”,  has beats, 
rhythms, and lyrics that will make you want to get up and dance and get out of 
the funk that 2020 has put you in. The whole entire theme of the album itself 
makes it yet another iconic piece of art by Gaga. According to Gaga herself, 
“Chromatica is a frame of mind. It’s about healing and it’s about bravery as 
well, and it’s really like, when we talk about love I think it’s so important to 
include the fact that it requires a ton of bravery to love someone,” “Healing” 
and “Bravery” is EXACTLY what everyone in the world needed in 2020, but 
especially around the time that Chromatica came out. As we all know, the 
infamous and tragic death of George Floyd happened. This was a very dark 
time in America but Lady Gaga’s Chromatica is what helped me through it the 
most. I truly experienced the healing and bravery that Gaga wanted listeners to 
feel with Chromatica  and that alone is what got me through those very 
troubling times. All in all, this album saw the triumphant return of a certified 
icon and figurehead in the music industry and it came out at a time when, I 
feel, people needed it most making it that much better. 

~ Mekhi Brown

Out of all the albums that I’ve heard in 2020, I think Ariana Grande’s 
“Positions” is the best. I think Positions is the best album because so many 
women and adolescents can relate to the feelings Ariana Grande conveys 
through the music. Nowadays, many people go through heartbreak, so albums 
like this allow others to know that they are not alone. A “Good” album should 
have lessons and have the ability to have a fun vibe. I am hoping that Melanie 
Martinez will release a new album.
                                                                                      ~Breyana Santos 

My Sister's Keeper is a program whose primary objective is to teach young women self-empowerment, and overall learn simple skills for life. 
Mentoring relationships are provided within MSK as well as other activities. These activities help women in the program build communication 
skills, especially those who may struggle with self-esteem and confidence. MSK wants women to rise above their struggles and chase their 
dreams, while disregarding stereotypical comments. My Sister's Keeper calls on young women to be themselves and speak their minds freely.

On January 7th, 2020, My Sister's Keeper held a meeting with their students. In this meeting, Ms. Amanda, one of MSK’s instructors, talked to 
the students about stepping outside their comfort zone. To increase student involvement, a game of "Would you rather?" was started. The game 
consisted of two categories, collaboration, and communication. They would pick one and rotate the wheel to see which category would be chosen, 
the person selected had to choose a “Would you rather?” question from the category. After the activity was completed, Ms. Amanda gave feedback 
to everyone and requested that they do the opposite of what they chose. For example, one of the fellow students, Hailey, chose to write a 
500-word essay over giving a 2-minute speech. Based on this, Ms. Amanda encouraged Hailey to challenge herself and do public-speaking more 
often. The same process of selection and advice was repeated for every student in attendance. All of the students left with a new goal for 
themselves.

By Sheena Luke



In order to gauge the effectiveness of the program, a couple of 
questions about the program were posed to the program’s 
instructors.

Ms. Nelson, MSK program instructor

Do you believe this program has had a good impact 
on or has helped its students thus far?  

"The program is about the empowerment of girls and young 
women to be the best they can be, it's about gender equality 
and engagement.  It focuses on girls and women of color who 
have traditionally been disenfranchised and left behind. 
Even though we just started a couple of months ago we have 
been expanding.  

In the session, mentors challenged students to take the path less 
chosen in order to grow in areas in which students may not feel 
confident.

Are there new activities everyday, or is it a consistent routine ?  

"There are monthly meetings with other coordinators in the My Sister's Keeper program where we learn about the topics they would like us to 
cover every month, we then come up with plans and activities for the girls based on that.  Starting this week our group is implementing 
something new called 'Hot Topics.'  Every other week we will discuss a topic of the girl's choice, where we can have judgment-free conversations, 
about things that are going on in the world that interest them. So, one week we will have a structured discussion about the topic of the month and 
the other week it will be an unstructured conversation about a 'Hot Topic.'  Running our group this way breaks up the predictability of the 
meetings and the girls have a voice in what we talk about."

Can you describe the MSK community? 

“The My Sister’s keeper community is one of strong 
independent women and young girls mostly of color.  We are 
focused on building safe and supportive communities where 
girls and young women feel valued and we can create clear 
pathways of opportunities for them.  Our mission is to bring 
together diverse groups of young people and provide them with 
access to experiences that build confidence, strengthen 
community and sisterhood, celebrate greatness, and further 
our goals of equality and inclusion.”

What course of action are you planning to eventually 
take in order to strengthen relationships within the 
community?  

“We have to do more community outreach. I am glad we did 
this interview so more girls and young women can read about 
us and want to join.  We are always looking for new members. 
We have a big tent and everyone is invited in.  We are hoping 
that when the students read this interview they would reach 
out to myself or the other coordinators to Ms. Amanda or Ms. 
Akaylah to join.  Parents are an important part of the 
community as well.  My Sister’s Keeper has monthly 
workshops with the parents of the girls in the program called 
‘Parents as Partners’  where we discuss different topics that are 
empowering to them.”

Ms. Nelson spearheaded the start of WHSAD’s My Sister’s Keeper 
chapter and, through her guidance, participants feel stronger about 
themselves and in their relationships.

We get new girls joining almost every week and at the end of our sessions either me or the other 
two coordinators, Ms. Amanda or Ms. Akaylah would receive an email or a text from them 
thanking us and telling us how much fun it was, what they have learned or how much they are 
looking forward to the next session.  I would say we have been making a positive impact on the 
girls in our program."



Amanda Saechao, MSK program instructor 

Do you believe this program has had a good impact on or has helped its students thus far?

“Absolutely! I am an advocate and firm believer of any work-based learning program that encourages fellowship among teens. Anytime you offer 
up life skills, or share knowledge acquired through experience, it makes an impact on young people. There is a lot of open discussion within My 
Sister’s Keeper and in just a month’s time, our members have already expressed that they feel empowered, supported and more confident.”

Are there new activities everyday, or is it a 
consistent routine ?

“Although we have a structured program, where we 
are aligned with the My Sister’s Keeper 
organization outside of WHSAD, as a whole, we 
introduce new topics and activities every week. The 
diversity in our sessions keeps us all on our toes 
and challenges us to talk about ourselves – which is 
a great way to understand one another and cultivate 
connections.” 

Video of My Sisters Keepers Presentation

Can you describe the MSK community?

“Here at WHSAD, we are a group of strong, vulnerable, 
confident, and supportive women. The advisors commend 
the members on their maturity and bravery, all the time. 
As we continue to grow, changes may occur but I’m sure 
those few things will remain the same. MSK thrives on the 
positive energy we’ve established. “

What course of action are you planning to eventually take in order to strengthen relationships within the community?

“In order to strengthen every member’s personal voice and relationship with the community, we will continue to connect through storytelling, 
spoken word, and writing. Additionally, we challenge our members to deepen their critical thinking skills every day. We feel it’s at the center of our 
objective to talk about important things like social justice perspectives, co-responsibility, and individual identity. Our members will take what they 
learned from our organization and make the community better just by being their true selves.” 

Ms. Tomlinson, MSK program instructor 

Do you believe this program has had a good impact on or has helped its students thus far?  

Yes, I believe the program has had a good impact so far on the ladies who participate.

Are there new activities everyday, or is it a consistent routine ?

There is a new activity everyday; however we have a routine of doing a warm up exercise to get everyone in the group connected. Then we go into 
the activity that follows our monthly theme. The month of January’s theme is Fellowship.

Can you describe the MSK community?

In the MSK community, we have three advisors: myself (Akaylah), Ms. Amanda, and Ms. Nelson. Also, we have about 8 committed ladies who 
attend our weekly meetings. We have fun, be ourselves, learn from each other’s experiences and acquire life lessons. Moreover, we created a “hot 
topics” meeting day every other week to discuss current events/ real life situations that we face.

What course of action are you planning to eventually take in order to strengthen relationships within the community?

Eventually, in order to strengthen relationships within the community, I would hope MSK can do community service projects.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgExTFPDvck


Student essay by Elliana Duran

“Anime: A style of Japanese film and television animation, typically aimed at adults as well as children.” has taken this generation and many 
others by storm. Anime is a genre that will not cease to amaze you from how much variety the genre has to offer. The way that these plots can go 
from complex and intense to a wholesome slice of life kind of show explains one reason why it is so popular. The popularity is quite satisfying 
because the storytelling in anime is truly intriguing. The detail that is clearly put into every scene, little or small is remarkable, and I can't help but 
to gaze with sparkles in my eyes. 

Plot is something that is very hard to come up with since lots of imagination along with the idea of a unique base to go off of is very 
demanding. With something that is tedious and very difficult, the creators do not fail in making amazing shows with many different ideas and the 
end result is astonishing. Now there are obviously some shows that have the same trope and ladder, but the way that the creators can personalize it 
and make it their own, makes the show much more enjoyable and rarely repetitive. This japanese category is not scared to have such out of this 
world story lines and adventures while still maintaining sense and meaning. With any plot there has to be some form of conflict, and in anime they 
manage to put in a meaningful conflict that drives the whole show and also disperse into subplots, everything that happens in the show the watcher 
knows that it is going to play a part in development. In lots of western television we tend to see lots of “filler episodes” which are episodes that do 
not have an impact to the plot or progress. They are mostly there for extra content, which is not common in anime because every episode usually 
has a meaning for the end result. Something I truly enjoy is that you never feel like you are forced and/or struggle to care and enjoy to watch as the 
show passes by because with the enjoyment of watching it, it does not feel like a burden, it feels like something you want to watch along with want 
to know more about.  

When watching any anime, you are met with very detailed and intricate sceneries that you just can't help but be entranced by. The visuals in 
the shows is one of the many aspects that grab your attention. Even without the dialogue there is a story being told by the illustrations. The visuals 
always compliment the emotions that the characters are displaying or feeling. You notice the backgrounds further emphasize the themes and 
challenges of the characters, and symbolism has a large part to do with that. An example that is very prominent is when grief is displayed as an 
emotion. Grief is an emotion that can be very hard to portray because lots of people handle it differently, but with the help of symbolism you are 
able to see the emotion through illustrations and how the character is displaying it. Beautiful camellia flowers show up on the screen most of the 
time when a dear one passes away.  These flowers are very famous in anime for explaining what the internal pain the character is feeling because 
they have lost someone special and close to them. Many episodes are filled with breathtaking animations of silent explanations as to what the 
mood, outlook, and message is. In my perspective, as someone who loves art, it inspires me and gives me many outlooks on how to display 
emotions or a small story in my own art pieces. The way everything all these pieces harmonize to tell the story is incredible, and the emphasis on 
art direction often separates it from their western contemporaries.  

Shot from, “Bungo Stray 
Dogs”



Features

Spirited Away - 10-year-old Chihiro and her parents stumble upon a seemingly abandoned amusement park. After her mother and father are 
turned into giant pigs, Chihiro meets the mysterious Haku, who explains that the park is a resort for supernatural beings who need a break from 
their time spent in the earthly realm, and that she must work there to free herself and her parents.

Akira - In 1988 the Japanese government drops an atomic bomb on Tokyo after ESP experiments on children go awry. In 2019, 31 years after the 
nuking of the city, Kaneda, a bike gang leader, tries to save his friend Tetsuo from a secret government project. He battles anti-government 
activists, greedy politicians, irresponsible scientists and a powerful military leader. 

My Neighbor Totoro - This acclaimed animated tale by director Hayao Miyazaki follows schoolgirl Satsuke and her younger sister, Mei, as they 
settle into an old country house with their father and wait for their mother to recover from an illness in an area hospital. As the sisters explore their 
new home, they encounter and befriend the massive creature known as Totoro.

Speaking of differences, something that definitely differentiates anime from western animation is that there is more freedom in anime. 
Anime is not scared to touch on multiple concepts and doesn’t really have a filter. For example, in many western animations, creators feel like they 
are obligated to make the character more “cartoonish” both in personality and movement which is why most animations are aimed towards a 
younger audience and possibly why many Americans don't take the genre that seriously; however with anime it varies. Yes, you are going to have 
characters that have a very saturated personality but then you are given a healthy dose of more realistic characters that would handle situations in 
ways that we as the watchers would agree with. This makes the show more entertaining because it doesn't make the personalities feel so uniform 
but instead it makes the characters relatable and amusing to see how they interact with obstacles and each other. Japanese creators will show each 
side to a character when needed, giving them more depth and more characterization to the way they interact with life; these characters can be 
exposed to multiple things that can change one's life like mental illnesses, memories that sway their point of view on things, and sometimes 
disabilities. I find it fascinating along with many others that despite all these additions it makes anime more realistic and broad in their 
storytelling. 

Throughout this piece I wanted to express the different techniques that anime uses to make storytelling much more enjoyable. This genre 
definitely gives you a refreshing outlook on ways shows can display a storyline which lots of people find admirable. The tedious process of making a 
story that is interesting while still trying to remain original may feel close to impossible, but in anime I always seem to find the most unique of 
stories; whereas often in American television, much of what is popular can feel rehashed. That said I hope I was able to spark some interest in 
those who have never watched anime, and for those who have, maybe a new found appreciation in the art.
 

Series

Cowboy Bebop - The futuristic adventures of an easygoing bounty hunter and his partners.

Brotherhood: Full Metal Alchemist - The series follows the story of two alchemist brothers, Edward and Alphonse Elric, who want to restore 
their bodies after a disastrous failed attempt to bring their mother back to life through alchemy

One Punch Man - Set in City Z, the story focuses on Saitama, a superhero who has grown bored as he has become so powerful that all of his 
battles end in a single punch.

For those who want to get started there are a lot of anime out there. Much of which with a daunting list of episodes. So here are some shorter 
student recommended essentials of both shows and films to get you started!



By Silas Rodriguez 

In honor of  Juneteenth this year, Brooklyn Public Library has announced that for the summer of 2021, they will be releasing limited edition 
library cards featuring artwork by local Brooklyn artists. It will be in celebration of Black American culture and will coincide with the first year New 
York state recognizes Juneteenth as a holiday. What started as a proposal from the community board of arts and culture to bring awareness to 
Black culture is now finally coming into fruition.

As per the requirements, any Brooklyn artist ages 13 and up can submit one design for the card. According to Brooklyn Public Library’s 
website, “Finalists may have their work displayed and the selected design will receive a $2,000 stipend for their work.” Here are two submissions 
from WHSAD students  Megan Golding and Asher Thomas.

Hello, my name is Megan Golding, I am 16 years old and I live in Crown Heights, Brooklyn. Currently, I attend Williamsburg High School 
for Architecture and Design. For my drawing, I used Procreate and Ibis paint. 

This drawing I created is called Bows: A Rite of Passage; as most black girls and girls of other races having bows is like tradition. For this 
piece, I used photos of me as a child for examples of how to draw the hair and the bows. But for the hair, I made different types of line movement. 
Since no black person has one solid hair texture, the curves represent the all the textures black hair could be. It could either be 3a or 4c; black hair 
has no limits to the different curl patterns.

I decided to create my submission based on hair because the culture attached to little black girls no matter what complexion and their hair 
with bows will always be with them. In Brooklyn and even all parts of the city that are mainly black and other people of color, the culture continues 
to spread and be vibrate. The subject of hair is very important to me because according to The University of Southern Carolina scholar Tiffany 
Nicole Peacock “The embracing of natural hair expresses an essence of reclaiming and recentering of African cultural symbols such as the theory of 
Afrocentricity. Considering the reemergence of natural hair, using Black women to discuss the symbolization of reclaiming natural hair while also 
explaining how natural hair empowers women through acceptance of their kinkier hair texture”. It is very important to teach young black girls to 
love and appreciate their natural hair and not ridicule them.

Megan Golding



My name is Asher Thomas and I am a 16 year old born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. Coming from a middle school where they 

constantly informed us about every African American leader and their influence, the people I picked I was well informed on what they did for the 

world. I entered this contest to illustrate the many African American figures in our society who have left a huge impact, which is why I chose  the 4 

figures Martin Luther King jr, Maya Angelou, Kamala Harris and Kobe Bryant. 

Martin Luther King Jr’s legacy was an effect of peace. He showed that you can really make a difference by demonstrating with no efforts of 

violence and his type of demonstration is something that still happens today. Maya Angelou was a literary genius and inspiration, and her legacy is 

left through many people today, like more specifically Amanda Gorman who was the first African American poet to speak at the presidential 

inauguration and believe it or not Maya Angelou was her inspiration. Kamala Harris is the first African American Vice President of the country and 

as many times as she was told no in her life time getting to where she was now should result in inspiration to women and men everywhere that you 

can do anything through major perseverance. Lastly comes Kobe Bryant whose legacy was one of the greatest in sports history but not only because 

of what he did on the court but what he did off the court. He had a laser sharp focus and applied to everything he did and by using his “Mamba 

Mentality”, he was able to win not only an Oscar but even had 8 published novels accomplishing a total of 10 literary awards. I started my design 

with the mindset of legacy, and I decided to put these 4 figures on Mount Rushmore because in geology the bedrock shows an imprint on the past 

and are the foundation of many layers of rock above it, and much like the 4 influential African American figures I chose they are the bedrock of the 

world and deserve to be on the most important rock of representation that is Mount Rushmore.

Asher Thomas

Since its inception in 1967 the Super Bowl has been a staple of American culture, practically becoming an unofficial national holiday. We 
are only four days away from Super Bowl LV and while not the most anticipated matchup, it is a special one nonetheless. The up and coming 
Kansas City Chiefs Dynasty helmed by superstar QB, Patrick Mahomes, and coach, Andy Reid, vs the most accomplished player in NFL history, 
Tom Brady, and the star studded roster of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. With the matchup set, it is time for predictions, and despite what many 
think, this may not be a lopsided win for the Chiefs. Let's break it down.

By Silas Rodriguez 



Tampa Bay does have some things going for it. As mentioned 
before their defense can give teams headaches and has been on a tear 
this postseason despite missing key players. And Tom Brady at age 43 
seems to be overthrowing receivers whilst his similarly aged peers can 
barely get the ball downfield. However when I watched their playoff 
games, there was one consistent in all of them for Tampa which may 
prove their downfall. Tom Brady, despite looking 23 years old, has not 
played well. When you check the box score, they shouldn't even be here. 
In the last few games they played, they got very lucky. Against the Saints 
in the divisional, Saints QB Drew Brees threw three interceptions. All of 
which were capitalized on with points by Tampa. And in the conference 
championship against Green Bay, despite Brady throwing three straight 
interceptions himself, the likely league MVP Packers QB Aaron Rodgers 
failed to score on two of them, and even then Green Bay still had a 
chance to comeback late in the game. All in all you'd either be asking 
Brady to play his best football of the year, or for Patrick Mahomes to 
play his worst. And if I'm betting the odds, neither of those are that 
likely. 

Vegas has Tampa Bay -3.5 as of now and while that may seem generous given what I’ve said I think that's about right. I don't see Kansas 
City winning by blowout and this game could come down to one possession when all is said and done. So consider this the possible ceremonial 

passing of the torch in the NFL. For decades Brady and his Patriots have dominated the league, being contenders almost every single year. To put 
Brady's legacy into perspective here is a stat that solidifies his place in the sports pantheon. Tom Brady as of right now has 33 playoff wins with 6 

of those being Super Bowl wins. The second closest quarterback in postseason wins all time is Joe Montana with just 16 wins, 4 of which were 
Super bowls. This will be Brady's 10th time going to the superbowl, easily most all time. Regardless of who wins, the future of the sport is brighter 
than ever. That said, this game can either be a low scoring affair or a shootout. Though I predict the Kansas City Chiefs narrowly beating Tampa 

Bay.  My official score prediction is 
Kansas City 30
Tampa Bay 26

Outside of that injury, Kansas City also is missing two starting cornerbacks, and with Tampa Bay having the best receivers in the league by 
far, they may be sure to exploit that. Speaking of Tampa Bay, what about them?

The Chiefs have been absolutely dominant thus far and show no signs of slowing down. The Chiefs are humming and with the amount of 
talent they have on both the field and coaching, they can beat you in more than one way: cheap touchdowns, athleticism, defense, you name it. 
They have looked better than Tampa Bay in almost every regard, even beating them convincingly earlier in the season. 

Though on paper there may be some holes for Tampa to exploit. Firstly, Kansas City will be missing their Pro Bowl left tackle Eric Fisher. 
If you've watched Tampa, you know they love hitting the quarterback. They are among the highest blitzing teams in the league and the stats show 
as they were the best rush defense and top 4 in sacks. Some may call back to Super bowl 42 in which the Giants upset Brady's Patriots in a similar 
fashion. An offensively dominant team gets stuffed defensively in a low scoring bout.  However, Patrick Mahomes is not Tom Brady. While many 
claim Brady to be the GOAT, and rightfully so, Patrick Mahomes is the most talented QB in the league by far and is more of a playmaker at his 
age than Brady ever was. If the pocket breaks down, Mahomes is more likely to make a play happen then Brady would be just based on sheer 
athleticism alone.

Tom Brady and the Buccaneers will be the 
first team to ever host a superbowl in their 

home stadium

Patrick Mahomes 
hoisting the Vince 

Lombardi trophy after 
their Super Bowl 54 

victory last year



Daraly Estevez
I created this drawing off of my imagination. It didn't turn out how I 
expected it to be because of the materials I used, which were markers. 
But I like it either way.. She is one of my OCs (original characters), her 
name is Hanu Rokushima. At this stage of drawing, I didn't know 
much about proportion or scale or anatomy much.. If I could change 
something about this drawing, it would be the hair flow because she's 
meant to be floating.. This is a semi success in my eyes because not 
everything is perfect. I did try out something new, which was working 
and squiggles around the black area where Hanu is in. It was honestly 
very fun to do because it was a new experience for me and I plan to 
use it more just to fill in empty spaces. A color technique I used was 
for blending, I'd leave the caps off the markers to quickly switch and 
blend because blending is better when the marker on the paper is still 
wet.. 

My philosophy on art is just a way of expression. It is never perfect 
and never will be..

Daraly Estevez
I  created this piece because I was in the mood to create 
dresses, since my imagination goes way off than I can 
actually do. I searched for references.. Then I created 
this. The way I view this drawing is a success because it 
was the first time I ever drew something so realistic, 
mostly with clothing because I have some trouble in 
putting shades and highlights. But with the references, 
I was able to find out how to add shading and 
highlights to dresses with many folds or wrinkles. 
There was no color technique except for using pencil.. I 
recommend doing soft pressure circular motions and 
build up the value to your liking. 

All art curated by Deselle Thompson



Avril Garcia
“I started really focusing on drawing since quarantine started 
because I had more freetime and it kept me busy instead of 
doing nothing. Right now I don’t have a particular artstyle. 
I’m trying to learn new things and as time passes, I’ll 
eventually have one. I like drawing portraits and I do more 
traditional art than digital.

1/6/21, Annaya Fountaine
In this piece I was practicing perspective 
with a new original character. For the past 
year and a half, I've started to take drawing 
more seriously in general. Half because I 
read a lot of comics but also because art is 
a thing that runs through the family. Since 
quarantine started, I've progressively filled 
up my sketchbook and can see a Jurassic 
change within my art style over the 
summer.

12/22/21, Annaya Fountaine
This piece is of another original character 
I've been working on. I named him Mr. 
Newman, he's a very...expressive teacher 
to say the very least. With him I wanted to 
experiment with color without doing too 
much or messing it up, so I just outlined 
him with red (a color I feel shows his 
character very well).

7/20/20, Annaya Fountaine
This is Zinc! She was the first original 
character I actually stuck with throughout 
my current sketchbook. Originally the 
reason I made her in the first place was 
because I was wondering what Tinkerbell 
would look like if she was black, but after 
I made the first picture (this is not that 
drawing) I got really inspired to draw her 
in different poses/ scenarios. So I've 
really grown in my art style through this 
character the most.



Mildred Amofa
This piece is about an anime 
I’m currently watching called 
Soul Eater. I painted one of my 
favorite characters (death the 
kid) on a picture frame.

Megan Golding
This piece is based on the 
artistic/scientific cyberpunk movement. 
Cyberpunk is mainly built on science and 
machinery. To make this piece, I searched 
up different machines that helped 
scientists in the past or present with 
issues/ideas or problems to solve. I made 
this using the app Procreate and a mono 
line brush.



Kevin Garcia       
Something that inspired me to draw this heart of a mother 
holding a baby’s feet was my HER-O project that we were doing 
with the Armory. It inspired me to show my love and 
compassion for my mother; for the person who spent 9 months 
with me in the womb and also 17 years outside in the world. 
Working on this art piece made me appreciate my mother more. 
It took trial and error, working with pencil then going over with 
a marker was difficult due to trying not to make a mistake.

Kevin Garcia                    
This drawing is for one of my favorite anime, Naruto. I was inspired to draw this when quarantine was supposed to “END.” It was me turning 
back to the world like when Naruto went back home to Konoha village. This piece was a way to kill boredom during the quarantine life. There was 
a time where I felt like giving up, but like Naruto didn’t give up on his dream, I wasn’t going to  give up on my drawing

To be part of the student artist showcase email either deselle.thompson22@whsadstudents.org
 or silas.rodriguez@whsadstudents.org to have your talents featured in a future issue of The 
Column.

mailto:deselle.thompson22@whsadstudents.org
mailto:silas.rodriguez@whsadstudents.org

