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Women’s History Month
By Mildred Amofa

This piece is to show an appreciation towards women who inspire us on a daily basis. It is not often you see a woman in the stem
or in a male-dominated position and she is receiving the credit and respect she deserves. Women's History Month is all about
empowering and honoring the women who impact our lives.

Michelle Obama
Michelle Obama was the ﬁrst lady of the United States who is also a
woman of color. Even before stepping into the office Michelle Obama
was inspiring because she went to Harvard in order to pursue law and
shake up the industry from the inside. After graduating from Harvard
Law School she returned to her hometown Chicago to look for jobs.
She landed a position where she specialized in intellectual property
law. Michelle wanted a job dealing with more public service and that
led to her founding the “Chicago Branch of Public Allies,” which was a
leadership training program for young adults. Michelle Obama
continues to work behind the scenes to create developments to help
the community and people of color. After Barack Obama was elected
and stepped into office, Michelle continued to work to improve the
system, especially the school system. She started introducing meal
plans so that everyone had a balanced diet.

Harriet Tubman
Harriet Tubman was one of nine children born into slavery. Harriet’s
life was ﬁlled with hardships, and she tried the best to try and keep
her family together and suffered multiple lashes after doing so.
Those scars stayed with her forever and made her want a change. She
couldn’t live her life as a slave and raise a family of her own. Harriet
Tubman is inspiring because not only did she come up by escaping
but also she brought others with her. She showed that everyone can
win in a situation if you work hard and use skills. Harriet Tubman
shared her successes because she could have just escaped with her
own family, but she made the decision to make several trips back and
forth to free as many slaves as possible. Even after Harriet escaped
with all those slaves, she didn’t get as much credit or light as she
deserved in the situation. Harriet didn’t free the slaves to gain
anything from it because it was an act of selﬂessness because some
slaves didn’t even want to be free. She showed people what freedom
really was and inspired others to take part in selﬂess acts.

Masai Martin
Caila Marsai Martin an American
actress and an executive producer.
Born in Plano, Texas, Marsai began
acting from a very young age and
continues to act and direct because it
is her passion. One of her more
famous roles is as a character named
Diane in Black-ish and a character in
the movie called Little. The show
Black-ish highlights the life of a
black family trying to ﬁnd their
cultural identity and Marsai’s role as
Diane won her two NAACP image
awards in categories such as
outstanding actress awards in a
Comedy Series and Young Artists’
Award for Best Performance in a TV
Series. Marsai is inspiring because
she found her passion at a young age
and continues to pursue her dreams
of creating her own production
company and becoming a legend.
Masai is also trying to change the
ﬁlm industry from the inside out
because there is a lack of
representation. When there is a
movie with a black actress or actor,
they usually play the role of a
character that highlights black pain.
Marsai is creating a show where
there is no “black pain.” It is a show
where black people live their lives
and don’t have sad endings. Even
though Marsai is the same age as I
am, she is still inﬂuential because
she set her mind to something and
made it come true.

Poly Styrene/
Marianne Joan
Elliott-Said
Marianne Joan Elliot-Said was
a British musician that specialized in
the genre punk rock. From a young
age, Poly was free-spirited and was
raised by just her mother. At the age
of 15, Poly was a hippie and ran away
from home with just 3 pounds in her
pockets. Poly hitchhiked to a concert
and fell in love with music and knew
that was calling. She recorded her
ﬁrst demo at the age of 18 and
released her ﬁrst single in 1976.
When Poly ran away and saw the Sex
Pistols for the ﬁrst time that
inspired her to start a band called
X-Ray Spex. Not only was Poly
successful in the band but her solo
career took off as well. I ﬁnd Poly
very inspiring because at a young
age she was already living in the
moment and not worrying about the
future. I feel like especially now with
the pandemic everyone is in a rush
to grow up because they think this
will end sooner. That’s not really the
case, but Poly knew what she wanted
to accomplish and did so. Poly was
able to live through both her band
and solo career and have a beautiful
daughter all while living in the
moment.

Lizzo
Melissa Jefferson, stage name Lizzo,
is a singer that is very inspiring,
stemming from her body positivity
movement and her feel-good music
that calms nerves. At a young age,
Lizzo was singing gospel and
playing the ﬂute and that is also
where she started her career. Lizzo
started producing gospel music and
also feel-good music that made her
music start to come up. I ﬁrst heard
of Lizzo from her amazing ﬂute
playing, and I found it very inspiring
because she was multi-talented
from her ﬂute playing and her
singing. Lizzo also is a black woman
who started making a name for
herself and expanding her crew
members and background dancers to
plus sizes. Lizzo wanted to be
inspiring to women of all sizes and
her crew members’ applications
going out gave a lot of plus women
to love their bodies and feel
conﬁdent. Lizzo overall is a woman
who doesn’t care about negative
comments people have to say about
her because she lives for herself and
I strive to be that way.

The Schomburg Center For
Research In Black Culture
By Sheena Luke

The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture serves as a major center for studies of African American history. Located in
Harlem New York, the Schomburg Center carries multiple documents, photographs, journals, and recordings on African
American heritage and culture. The Schomburg Center is temporarily closed as a result of COVID-19, but the library’s collections
can be accessed via virtual options instead.
For more information on how to access the library’s collection, click here.
Throughout the years, the Schomburg Center has been bringing the community together through its varied events. One of these
annual events is the Junior Scholars Program, an educational initiative that encourages historical literacy in youths aged 11-18
through college-style lectures, group work and discussions, and project-oriented activities. Even though I attended this program
a couple of years ago, my participation still proves to be quite valuable.
The information I received from the Junior Scholars Program years 2018-2019 has proved very constructive. I beneﬁted from this
program mostly because it provided me with greater education on my African American heritage than I would have received from
a school curriculum. One way I received this information was through the various trips within the Manhattan area.
An example of such a trip is the Black Gotham Experience, a walking tour focused on educating people about black history in the
reformed southern New York area. Speciﬁcally, the trip taught me about the ﬁrst organized black rebellion that occurred in the
Manhattan region in the quest for social equality.
Another example involves a visit to the New York Historical
Society, which has an exhibition about Jim Crow, a system
of racial segregation, as well as the struggle for black
citizenship. The trip involved viewing various artifacts,
writings, and images from the Jim Crow era. This visit
allowed me to gain knowledge on the numerous violent
and systematic ways the black community was oppressed
during that time period. It also allowed me to relate what I
learned about that time period to modern-day social issues
regarding how people of color, as well as other minorities,
are treated today.
In addition to the informative trips, the Junior Scholars
Program has special project groups such as comics, dance,
research/documentary, spoken word, theater, and visual
arts. The integration of arts in learning Black history is the
aspect that truly attracted me to the Schomburg Center.
This part of the Schomburg Center is also what allows it to
serve as more than a library when it comes to studying
culture and historical experiences.

Inside The Schomburg Center

Due to the pandemic, the Schomburg Center has modiﬁed its website to offer a wide variety of books, events, and exhibitions. The
Black Liberation Reading List by the Schomburg Center includes books chosen to portray the black experience to teenagers, kids,
and adults. The website also highlights exhibitions through a number of articles frequently found under the ‘In the Spotlight’
section. The events offered online feature multiple panelists and facilitate community engagement that was undermined by the
pandemic.
To visit the Schomburg Center website, click here.
In conclusion, the Schomburg Center offers compelling and informative events and exhibits. A visit to the Schomburg Center
website is highly recommended, regardless of whether you are seeking information or simply looking at the reading list.

Classic Architecture
By Kevin Garcia
Have you ever been to or around a federal building or a historical building which uses classical architecture? Have you
noticed its columns decorated with patterns of leaves? Those leaves are called acanthus leaves. The Romans and Greeks used
these leaves to symbolize their “immortality, rebirth, longevity, and healing”. Most importantly, they wanted to represent their
wealth and power to other nations. The Roman and Greek buildings, which we know to this day, took about 5 to 6 years to build,
but to the start of everything good there is always a sad/tragic event behind it. These monumental buildings in Rome and Greece
were built by slaves and by corveé laborers who were forced to build for about 12-15 hours a day. Many men died, aged of 17-45,
due to dehydration and not having building precautions which caused accidents.
During the 5th century, the Greeks started building the
Parthenon using classical architecture. The Romans were
inﬂuenced by this new and astonishing innovation, which led
them to implement it in their cities a century later. Rectangular
windows, symmetry, and columns are the most famous aspects of
classical Greek and Roman architecture. Classical architecture is
built up by ﬁve major orders: Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Tuscan, and
Composite. Elements that make up a complete column and
entablature vary on major points. Columns are about 8 ft or higher,
with designs on the top which vary, from a design created by the
Corinthian to an Ionic design. We are able to see classical
architecture everywhere. It mainly started in Europe, but then
America’s founding fathers brought the style to North America.
Nowadays, we see the style in many federal buildings, museums,
and more. For centuries, architects have implemented classical
architecture from these civilizations, which then started evolving
during the years depending on religious, wealth, and power
aspects. When you see this style of architecture, the ﬁrst thought
that comes to mind is a historical monument due to the fact this
style of architecture was used to build the Parthenon, the
Colosseum, the Old Temple of Athena, and more.

The Parthenon, Athens, Greece
Construction started in 447 BC - Destroyed partially on
September 26, 1687

Classical architecture was the basis for all architecture for more than 2,000 years, but about ﬁfty years ago in parts of the world, it
stopped being taught. Nowadays, many architects don’t know much about the style and often dismiss classical architecture as
irrelevant. Architecture has always been a matter of fashion and taste, but today we see how fashion and tastes of people have
been changing at a fast pace. Modern architecture is now the new fashion with its abstract building designs ﬁlled with glass.
People argue that cities have been losing their identities due to this new style. George Saumarez-Smith, a classical architect,
speaks of his experience with this style. During one of his presentations he discusses a question in which he is frequently asked
“Would you design a classical airport?” He states that he would and it would look like it belongs and feel welcoming for tourists
and different travelers. On the other hand, on Reddit many argue that you can’t build an airport with classical architecture,
stating it wouldn’t look as astonishing as a modern architecture airport would. Well here in New York City we have the Grand
Central Terminal, a train station, designed in a classical style which could be said to have many of the same attributes of a
modern airport. When arriving at this station you have a sense of where you need to travel and a sense of where you are headed to,
the same as an airport. Clearly, an airport built using classical architectural design could be as astonishing as an airport built with
modern architecture.

Old Penn Station NYC, built in 1910, demolished in 1963

Inside the new Daniel Patrick Moynihan Train Hall. Credit: Amtrak

The United States of American, founded about 250 years ago, is a relatively young country. In line with this, it also has a
fairly modern image in terms of architecture, exemplifying the gleaming skyscrapers of each one of its great cities. Although you
may see these structures to be examples of modern architecture, on closer inspection, many of these skyscrapers are in fact part
of America's rich classical tradition of classical architecture. From our own state's capitol building to the most famous ones in
our nation's capital, the Washington Monument, the columns of the Lincoln Memorial, the dome of the Capitol Building to each
one of our state’s Capitol buildings. Our former president Donald Trump wanted to pass an order to go against John F. Kennedy’s
order allowing architects to keep modernizing federal buildings at the pace of architecture. Trump’s order was viewed as
undemocratic by many but by others it was viewed as if we were losing classical architecture which means losing our historical
aspects. America has already lost great landmarks which were occupied by classical architecture from one of my favorites: Old
Pennsylvania Station in New York. Another example of modernization is Chicago’s federal building, which has really modernized
its style to the latest ideals of fashion. Do you think we are losing our historical aspect due to the loss of classical architectural
buildings?

RVC Voting
By Matthew Zaczeniuk

A simplified example of what an
RVC ballot could look like

Ranked Choice Voting or RCV in short is a new system of voting that is being trialed in New York City as a test to see if it can
replace the old voting system. RCV is different from many voting systems because it allows the vote of more than two candidates
and gives the possibility of the voter to rank their favorite candidates from most desirable to least desirable. Then, ballots are
counted to see which candidate was most commonly chosen as the ﬁrst pick, and if it is calculated that the top candidate received
the majority of the votes, he/she is elected to the position for which they were running. So, as you can tell RCV is a little
complicated and confusing when ﬁrst learning about it or having an RCV ballot presented to you, but with a little explaining it's
easy to understand and may become the new system for future NYC elections.
Ranked choice voting is unorthodox, well the system is anyway, and it can feel daunting for voters. An RCV ballot is not
what most people are accustomed to and when ﬁrst ﬁlling out one of these ballots it might be easy to get lost. Nonetheless, RCV
ballots are designed to be simple to ﬁll out with little to no hassle or confusion. The ballots are designed with minimalistic
elements and might not be far off from what you may have ﬁlled out in the past. RCV ballots look similar to a Google form, where
the rows represent different candidates and the columns represent your choices from one through however many candidates
there are. Where the columns and rows intersect are bubbles you are able to ﬁll in. You can think of this like the state tests you
had to do in middle school, where you ﬁll in the answer sheet in rows for each question going from one through four or from ‘A’
through ‘D.’ You select the candidate for each row, then follow the columns down the ballot. Column 1 would be your most
favorable candidate and column 5 would be your least favorable candidate. At the end you should have successfully ﬁlled out an
RCV ballot that represents your ranking choices for each candidate.

Our introduction to RCV was through a virtual presentation by Kristina Naplatarski, the female Assembly District 50 leader,
and Emile Bazile, the male Assembly District 50 leader. They talked about RCV and what it meant for the community as well as
what changes it was going to bring to the community. During their presentation, Kristina and Emile engaged with us by asking
everyone in the Google meet to ﬁll out an RCV ballot that they created as an example of what a real RCV process would look like.
The ballot they created was a Google form that had different ﬂavors of ice cream that were substituted for real candidates, and we
were tasked with ranking those ice cream ﬂavors from best to worst. This was a quick and great example of how Ranked Choice
Voting works, but while we were ﬁlling out the ballots, I started thinking about the similarities between RCV and what I’ve
personally experienced similar to this ballot, and after the presentation was over, I created a different angle to look at RCV that
easily resonated with me and almost every one of my peers.

Kristina Naplatarski

Emile Bazile

My different way to look at Ranked Choice Voting was by comparing it to something everyone had to do in middle school.
When applying for high schools, the system is not far off from RCV, and I thought it may help to understand RCV better. The high
school application list is just like a giant RCV ballot, except with only 1 column. During the applications you get to choose any of
the high schools in the city and rank them from 1, being your most desired high school to 12 (or whatever high school is your last)
being the least desirable. With RCV you can think of the candidates like being your high schools, and ranking them from top to
bottom on the application resembling the ballot.
RCV could open up a whole new way to vote for your favorite candidates and more. It is being trialed in New York City, so
it's not ﬁnal whether we will adopt this new voting system. However, RCV shows that changes like these can have a big impact on
our future elections, and subsequently, the future of the city. Although I cannot vote yet, and I won’t be able to for the next 2
years, from a non-voter’s perspective, RCV has big potential to change how we do elections in New York City.

The Creative Process
By Eliana Duran

Pacing around the room, swinging legs, tapping of pencil while the thoughts are rushing through my brain. I didn’t know
exactly what I was going to write for this piece… but here I am writing about this whole process. A bit comical in a sense that since
I have been experiencing writer's block I'm just going to write about the process that gets me out of exactly that. However, if I
were to defend myself, the creative process is a bit interesting if you truly think about it. I mean the whole creative process is you
digging deep inside your conscious to create something that will become physical no matter how you put it. And the process
varies for all. Obviously everyone is different, everyone processes differently, so I ﬁnd it interesting to see what others can make
of that experience to create a masterpiece at the end.

From personal experience I go through art and writer’s block pretty
commonly, which can be very frustrating especially as someone that does it
often, but I think it’s also a part that makes me enjoy the ﬁnished product at
the end because without the struggle I feel like I wouldn’t feel as fulﬁlled as if
the whole process were easy (even if I kind of prefer it). You have to dig deep
into the way you perceive life along with the way you want to represent that
piece. It’s almost like a spiritual bonding with yourself. You are reﬂecting a
lot just to be inspired by something you have passed by. Recently, I had a
project assigned to me. I was assigned a feeling and how I wanted to display
that emotion (which was the feeling of being sluggish). I had to dig deep
personally and put myself in the perspective and think about how feeling
bored, slow, and just out of it meant to me. “When I'm bored I just feel
droopy and the feeling of being out of breath like I took a long hike…”
explaining these experiences and thoughts to myself really pushed the
inspiration and motivation into displaying the way I perceive and wanted to
show the emotion of sluggishness. A sugar coated self bonding experience if
I do say so myself.
There are many ways to get that wheel spinning during the creative
process. Simple experiences can bring ideas such as movies, conversation,
images that ﬂoat in your head and many more things that you are able to
break apart and grab something from it. Simple interactions can be picked
apart and you can grab onto the emotion that you were feeling that and try to
explain it. Other things that can strike inspiration can be the exact idea of
“what can I touch upon?” A question that can ﬂoat around your head. Do you
want to touch on social issues, bring awareness, display personal thoughts,
emotions, a personal message, and many other things that can structure a
waterfall of ideas. There are so many variables that you can pick from to start
off with that can kick start your process of creativity.

Art from Eliana Duran

The creative process is something that everyone experiences no matter what exactly the end product turns out to be. But
the part that truly intrigues me is the aspect of getting the process started and running with the ﬂow of inspiration. From simple
everyday experiences to going into your inner thoughts, you are able to catch something that motivates you to have an idea.

The Effects of Media’s Portrayal
Of Women
By Mekhi Brown
Male celebrities are some of the most privileged people in the mainstream media. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for
their female counterparts who are, too often, degraded and diminished into sexual, innocent identities that lack individuality.
A prime, and today’s most popular, example of this in media, industries, and Hollywood is Britney Spears. As of late, she’s
been a main topic of discussion for all the wrong reasons; however, this time, her image and identity aren’t being torn to shreds.
The #FreeBritney movement has recently been in various media outlets. The movement’s purpose is to bring awareness to and
end Britney’s thirteen-year conservatorship stemming from her infamous 2007 mental breakdown where the pop star
demonstrated recurring erratic behavior, such as physically attacking the paparazzi and checking herself in and out of mental
and rehabilitation institutions. The media, who had been obsessed with this woman’s every single move, was quick to broadcast
this for the world to see and publicly humiliate her. The most important aspect of this is not the mental breakdown itself, but the
misogyny that caused it. Since her mega debut, Britney Spears has been the media’s most prized possession. They would present
Britney Spears in a way that made her seem too grown up for her age. Yet the mainstream media would be the ﬁrst to tear her
down for not being a woman of virtue and moral character due to her coquettish nature. She was continuously berated by talk and
radio show hosts, news anchors, and even other celebrities for wearing outﬁts that exploited her sex appeal at such a young age.
Even Kendel Ehrlich, the wife of then Governor Ehrlich of Maryland, went on record and said, “If I had the opportunity to shoot
Britney, I think I would.” Kendel Ehrlich said this as she felt Britney Spears was a poor role model for little kids. However, no one
ever mentions the mainstream media’s normalizing the sexualization of women even as young as seventeen years old, so much
to the point where any woman who doesn’t show her sex appeal is deemed “boring” or “unexciting”. The focus should be put on
the toxic normalities that mainstream media, collectively, pushes forward on women as there is no fairness in the criticism that
women in the public eye receive, especially when they practically do the exact same things their male counterparts get away with.

Then 18 year old Britney Spears debut album

I realized that there is a pattern pertaining to women in the public
eye. Women are often criticized for being provocative not only
because they are women but also because they go against this in a
bold way to show that they oppose being the role models that many
people automatically expect them to be for other young women and
girls. This is a burden as women celebrities are expected to meet an
almost mother-like standard, especially when many are practically
children themselves. While Britney Spears was often chastised, male
singers and boy bands such as *NSYNC are able to perform shirtless
without any criticism whatsoever. Why do women celebrities have to
deal with being role models to other people’s children? Why are
males able to get away with actions that women are judged for? To be
clear, I’m not saying I approve some of the outﬁts Britney Spears
wore at her age, nor am I saying I disapprove of them. What I’m
simply trying to show is that the double standards for men and
women are quite evident but have yet to be addressed and tackled.

While on the topic of discussing women musicians who have experienced the mainstream media’s misogyny, women are also
victimized by constantly being compared to one another as a way to draw division, create tension, and stir up the idea of a “Good
ole’ catﬁght”. Some notable instances include the media pitting the likes of Madonna against Lady Gaga, Nicki Minaj against Lil
Kim and Cardi B, and even Britney Spears against Christina Aguilera. Time and time again, this has proven to be entertaining for
many who watch MTV and listen to radio, but it’s very damaging to the women who are being forced to be foes. This comes as a
result of the idea that “There can only be one” artist on top. However, this almost always happens exclusively with women. True,
male artists are often at odds, but it's typically by their own design and rarely forced by way of media. This forced competition
and drama happens so often that many women artists have actually spoken out against it. Katy Perry, one of the biggest pop stars
of this generation who infamously feuded with Taylor Swift, had this to say on Zane Lowe’s Apple Music 1 show:
"Somebody want to take my Twitter account and read comments?" Perry said after pointing out that male artists aren't really subject to the same
sort of negative comparisons. "No you don't, because it's all about, who's better than who? Who's skinnier than who? Who's sold more number
ones than who? Who's doing better this year than who? Who made this much more? But it's like, 'Okay, well, what about just liking the music?'”
(August 21, 2020).

Britney Spears berated by paparzzi
Aside from the misogyny in the music industry, it is also evident in politics, speciﬁcally in the role of the First Lady, or FLOTUS.
The role of a First Lady is rooted in sexism as it isn’t even an official role or job in the United States Constitution but an idea into
which the wives of a sitting President are expected to ﬁt. Decades of traditions and precedent shape what the American people
expect a current FLOTUS to do. Though the role of the FLOTUS has evolved with each titleholder, some principles of the role
remain stagnant. According to reﬁnery29.com:
“Contemporary first ladies are expected to perform public and ceremonial duties. While they've always hosted state dinners and other official
events, now they also serve as surrogates to their husbands' administrations, taking on particular social projects or causes.”

Ultimately, what this illustrates is that First Ladies are practically public servants who uphold their husband’s image of
innocence, morality, and compassion. However, First Ladies can be subjects of brutal media scrutiny regarding utterly arbitrary
matters such as their fashion choices and physical appearances. The two First Ladies that come to my mind on the topic of
scrutiny are Michelle Obama and Hillary Clinton. Both are graduates of Ivy League Institutions, earning degrees in law, making
them two of the most educated First Ladies in American history. Both took on the role of “surrogates” to their husbands’
respective administrations, with Hillary Clinton championing healthcare reform and Michelle Obama taking on the task of
engaging minors to have healthier eating habits as a way to ﬁght against childhood obesity.

Some FLOTUS’s from history

Hillary was the ﬁrst spouse of a sitting President to be so heavily
involved in public policy. This drew a heavy load of criticism for
her as many people in the public spectrum of politics and the
general American public felt she was “overstepping” her role as
the people’s surrogate. An article by CNN highlights the
hypocrisy of this by stating, “Ironically, while Reagan was
criticized for being a 1950s housewife, Clinton was told she
wasn’t domesticated enough. Her aggressors painted her as
being too strong to stand back and let her politician husband call
the shots and too weak to walk away when he was unfaithful.” In
other words, ﬁrst lady Clinton was damned if she did and
damned if she didn’t. The broader dilemma at hand is the fact
that there is no genuine place for women to embrace their
femininity, especially being that the only position deemed
“appropriate” for women is in her husband’s shadow.
Unfortunately, that’s what a ﬁrst lady is, the President's shadow,
his very own legacy in which she is forced to follow.

The criticism she received also resulted in the mainstream media’s
mockery of her and her character. During her ﬁrst presidential
campaign, a novelty nutcracker known as the “The Hillary Clinton
Nutcracker 2007” was made and sold. The item shows the
then-presidential candidate smiling in her famously known pantsuit and
pearls outﬁt, with her arms crossed and legs spread apart with
nutcrackers on the insides of her thighs. The idea that the toy depicts a
woman with her legs, wide open, to allow walnuts, which is symbolism
for men, to enter and be cracked shows how Hillary Clinton was, and still
is viewed today, “intimidating” all because she is a woman of strong
beliefs and one who stands up for herself. This just goes to show how
often women, especially those in the public eye, are disrespected and how
easy it is to do so with little to no repercussions. This was just a glimpse
of the public misogyny that Hillary Clinton faced, though it almost pales
in comparison to Michelle Obama's bout with sexism bigotry.

Met with sexist and racist remarks from the media from the moment
her husband stepped onto the scene, Michelle Obama was practically a
human target for unwarranted criticism. One of the many things women are
mainly criticized for is their physical appearance. Whenever a woman
doesn’t appeal to western beauty standards, she can be seen as masculine by
the general public and this makes the mainstream media’s job easier to
persuade the public to follow a narrative. Being that Michelle Obama is
taller than most women and has a toned body ﬁgure, similar to one of an
athlete, conspiracy theorists concluded that our very own FLOTUS was
actually a man dressed up as a woman. The theory expands into the belief
that Michelle Obama had the late comedian, Joan Rivers, murdered in 2014
as a way to keep her “true” identity a secret. It should be noted that Joan
Rivers went on record claiming that Michelle Obama was born a man. Many
right-wing political commentators ran with this theory and spread it as if it
were accurate news. The unsupported theory is now believed by many,
despite all the evidence that strips away any credibility the claim had. The
biggest takeaway from this should be that this theory was only created
because Michelle Obama doesn’t appeal to the westernized beauty
standards created by the industry, in comparison to a lot of the women that
are deemed “beautiful” and “acceptable” in the public’s spectrum.

Hilary Clinton Nut Cracker novelty

Michelle Obama in a youth health camp

The bullying didn’t stop there for the former
FLOTUS. As previously noted, the FLOTUS is expected
to be a surrogate for their husband’s administration
by taking on some form of initiative that will beneﬁt
the American people. Michelle Obama took on the
task of promoting healthy eating, speciﬁcally for
children, as a way to reduce childhood obesity.
Despite this being as innocuous as it sounds, many
political commentators still found an issue with this.
And as always, the mainstream media used it to bring
negativity to a positive agenda. They did this by
body-shaming Michelle Obama with Fox News
commentator Dr. Keith Ablow explicitly
commentating, “how well could she be eating? She
needs to drop a few.” Body shaming anyone,
regardless of their gender or identity as a whole, is
wrong. Unfortunately, it still happens, more often for
women, and First Lady Michelle Obama was yet
another victim of this form of sexism.

For far too long and for one too many times, women, especially those in the public eye, have been victims. Victims of sexism and
of misogyny created by the male patriarchy that plagues the world today. More awareness needs to be brought to the issues
known as sexism and misogyny as they have proven to be, and still are, drastically destructive to women.

The Whitney Museum and
WHSAD
By Sheena Luke

On Tuesday, March 16th, the Whitney Museum had a digital collaboration with WHSAD to present and analyze artwork with the
students. This interactive event made a lasting impression on students by providing the opportunity for stimulating and
entertaining discussions. Various matters of artwork were discussed, from portraits to architectural observational drawings,
each provoking its own response from students.
To gain a student perspective on the event, several students were willing to provide their opinions and overall takeaway from the
Whitney Museum’s visit.

Nataly Hurtado
The most interesting aspect was how interactive the presentation was. We all got to participate and give our opinions.
It taught me something that I consider very important: how to analyze an image. It could be anything, from a painting of a
building to a drawing human showing some sort of emotion to how the shadows and shading can make such a big difference and
how to detect small details or even mistakes. In the future, I will be able to utilize this information when I am working on my art. I
will try to use all the advice and all I learned to make my art more accurate and more visibly pleasant.
Overall I enjoyed it very much. They took everyone's opinions, and we all had a chance to talk and share our thoughts. It was fun
to analyze the pictures and I'm sure the rest of my classmates also loved it.

Jkai Blyden
To me, the most interesting aspect of the event was when we were observing certain images that we would then try to ﬁgure out
what speciﬁc time period that artwork was made. This was very interesting to me because it gave me a chance to closely observe
the evolution of art techniques and the different kinds of art that were produced during those times. This event taught me the
uniqueness of an artwork and the amount of skill and precision that was put into the artwork. As a student of WHSAD, I can
utilize this information in the future because I understand what kind of changes are made when the drawing style of artworks
change, and this is very important because it allows me to think of different ways to change my artwork. In the end I feel like this
event was very informative and expressive in the different styles of an artwork.

Darrell Duncan
The most interesting aspect of the event was the paintings because all the paintings show very nice details. The details also show
that the artist took their time on the work. The event was particularly engaging to me because the paintings show hard work to it
to the point where it was questionable to see what the painting is trying to show or resemble.
The event has taught me to be creative. If I were going to create a painting, I would show a lot of details and effort to it because it
is important to the artist to show that and see where they are coming from when they create paintings.
As a student at WHSAD what I have learned from the event is that you could paint anything, but you also have to show effort and
skills when your creating a painting. This can also help me in the near future if I ever create a masterpiece.

Whitney Museum arts educator, Jano Cotejo visits the WHSAD freshman to study architecture in observational
drawing

Marvel Comics and Diversity
By Silas Rodriguez
In recent years the Marvel cinematic universe has become a global phenomenon, reaching heights never before seen by any
ﬁlm franchise. Much of that success can be attributed to Marvel studio head, Kevin Feige. Being able to take characters from
comics no matter how obscure and turn them all into household names has become a staple of the ﬁlms. Now, after having mega
success, both Marvel studios and Marvel comics have both decided to focus their attention to having more diversity in all facets of
their company. In an interview discussing this shift towards that goal, Kevin Feige had this to say about diversity:

“[Black Panther] is the beginning. That it worked out as well as it worked out has encouraged us to head in the direction we were
going to head in anyway. But you look at that film, it is incredible. That movie would not have been what it was if everyone sitting at the
table looked like you or me. And that is true for all the movies…. When you have diverse voices, you get better stories and you get
more exciting stories, you get more surprising stories. And that is something that is very clear.”

Marvel has made it abundantly clear that
diversity and representation are their primary
goals (outside of proﬁts) moving forward. And
while most people would see this to be a great
thing and showing change from the entertainment
industry, I feel there is absolutely an argument to
be made that their tactics going about this are
detrimental to the overall goal.
I must make it clear that in no way
whatsoever am I saying diversity is bad. It is what
drew me to Marvel's earlier X-Men comics as a kid
in middle school. Having a team member that was
each from a different country was something I
thought was cool. So when I say that this push for
diversity is “bad”, I really aim to show how Marvel
may be approaching it the wrong way.

Kevin Feige (right) and Black Panther director Ryan Coogler
(left)

As I was doing my research for this I came across an interesting quote from one of the MCU’s (Marvel Cinematics Universe)
actors. During an interview with Marvel actor Anthony Mackie, who plays The Falcon in several movies, he had stated that Marvel
had a diversity problem speciﬁcally behind the camera. He said,
“It really bothered me that I’ve done seven Marvel movies where every producer, every director, every stunt person, every
costume designer, every PA, every single person has been white.”“We’ve had one Black producer; his name was Nate Moore,”
Mackie continued. “He produced ‘Black Panther.’ But then when you do ‘Black Panther,’ you have a Black director, Black
producer, a Black costume designer, a Black stunt choreographer. And I’m like, that’s more racist than anything else. Because if
you only can hire the Black people for the Black movie, are you saying they’re not good enough when you have a mostly white
cast?”
Even if you don't agree with everything he says, I think there is
absolutely some merit to what he's pointing out. What is the purpose of
accumulating a well of diverse talent from across the globe, just to
separate them by the skin color, sexuality or ethnicity of the character
they are working on? Now that may not sound necessarily “bad” at
ﬁrst, however as you will notice with later examples, it in many ways
limits a character and the creator to those characteristics and removes
a lot of individuality from them. Almost as if there is no deeper way to
connect with someone beyond physical traits. And while these are
absolutely things people can and have connected with, they should by
no means the end all be all for any character.

There has been a push to introduce a new wave of characters that
‘represent’ minority groups in America. Black, Lantino, Asian, Muslim,
etc. Whether you believe in the idea of representation or feel its
corporate lingo this absolutely sounds like a great initiative. However, I
think Marvel has dropped the ball on it in more ways than one. For
starters, a lot of these characters really feel half baked, and are made
just so that they can put them in a more proﬁtable form of media such
as their ﬁlms or shows. Another issue is that almost all of these
characters rely on a social ill that is always implemented rather bluntly.
You'd be hard pressed to ﬁnd an original minority character whose
story or development did not include a struggle against blatant bigotry.
And while sometimes it can absolutely make a story more riveting as
was the case with earlier characters like Luke Cage and the X-Men, it is
starting to become an essential part of the BIPOC character and even
more concerning, a part of the marketing for them. It can feel at times
like these characters are created as tokens for social issues instead of
for interesting stories that can and have connected people of all ages
and cultures.

Anthony Mackie as The Falcon

The full Variety interview between actors
Anthony Mackie and Daveed Diggs

To really understand what I mean, I want to bring up one
of Marvel's most popular characters right now: Miles Morales
Spider-Man. Despite being created in 2011, the character not
only had his own animated movie in 2018, but just got his own
video game released on November 12th of 2020. A character
who quickly went from from a dying imprint of their comics, to
being at the forefront of the brand. Miles Morales is a
Afro-Latin teenager from Harlem who takes up the
Spider-Man mantle when his universe’s Spider-Man dies. In
an interview with Vulture, Miles Morales’s co-creator Brian
Michael Bendis said,

“That if you really look at the origin, there’s no reason that
character wouldn’t be of color — the fact that maybe it makes
more sense.”

Miles Morales Spiderman

Now obviously New York is a melting pot of culture and he absolutely has a point. But for most fans it's never been a
question of whether Spider-Man could be a different race. As ironic as it seems, I think that by every standard he is a great
character. The issue stems from the fact that he is at the end of the day just Spider-Man. He may have some new powers and a
new costume, but he acts exactly like Spider-Man. When I watched his movie for as incredible as it was, there wasn't anything
that made me think of him as a “new” character except for his supporting cast. When I read his dialogue in a comic, he maintains
all the elements I would expect from Spider-Man. Humour, self doubt and intelligence are all there. Point is that for as much as
Marvel might promote him as a wholly unique character, he really isn't. And to me that just feels lazy, to try and push him as
‘diversity’ rather than make entirely original characters or use the ones you already have. Understandably, from a business
perspective it makes sense that you would want to do this. Why waste the effort when one could just use established IP’s. I
certainly don’t want to tell people what they should and shouldn't like. If you love Miles Morales, then more power to you. I just
ask you to consider if this is really change from Marvel or just another marketing tool. The creators often say that it's important
for people to see themselves in the art yet only seem to aliken that with external features.
Of course Miles is just one example, but because comics are a niche medium, let’s bring this back to the ﬁlms most people
are familiar with. In order to meet the diversity quotas, a lot of the actual minority characters you see in the MCU are characters
that are white in the comics. Even Nick Fury was at one point, albeit Samuel L Jackson absolutely kills the role. Do not
misinterpret this as me saying that race matters with most of these characters because in reality there are very few characters for
which it actually does. Think Magneto or Black Panther. The reason I believe this is an issue is because of what it can imply in the
grander scheme. If the bulk of minority actors are playing white characters, what does it speak to their belief in their
pre-established minority characters, or really, their belief in creating new ones? Some might say that many pre-established
characters are obscure and relatively unknown, yet if there is one thing the MCU has proven time and time again, it's that they
can turn the relatively unknown into household names overnight. If the only roles they create minority actors is to play a white
character (with the exception of a couple aliens here and there), do they really want to empower their voices or use them for good
press? So the question now is, what's the better alternative?

By Mekhi Dwayne McDuffie

Enter Dwayne McDuffie. I would be remiss if I didn't include the
late writer in this article as he in many ways was the ﬁrst prominent black
comic book writer. Dwayne Mcduffie penned such characters as Icon,
Rocket, Static Shock, Deathlok and Hardware, all of which are relatively
successful. He is a prime example of how you can make original and
relatable characters while not disregarding race. Ironically, a lot of his
work is racially charged. So what makes his work so well received, and a
lot of current writers' works feel like virtue signaling? Simply he focused
on the character ﬁrst, rather than the vehicle that they could be for his
views. Race was never a crutch for his writing, but rather just a slice in the
bigger pie of who they were. Take Static Shock or just Static, who is easily
his most prominent character, whose creation was inspired by Dwayne
Mcduffie's childhood dream of a “Black Spider-Man”. Unfortunately, like
many characters, he has only a couple comics and one animated tv show
to his name.

Or take Icon who, similar to Static, is quite literally, Black Superman. An uber powerful alien baby who crashlands in
America and uses his abilities to help people in need. But just like Static he had but a single comic to his name and nothing else
outside of that. Original characters that big companies seemingly refuse to do anything meaningful with.
It's a well documented fact that media
absolutely has an effect on people and their
perceptions of the world, and that being the case,
the call for representation in media has never
been greater. This especially has been ampliﬁed
when bringing children into the conversation as
many adults feel that there aren't many
characters children of color can see themselves
in. I however am of the opinion that one's self
worth should never be predicated on the media
they consume. Though if storytellers wanted to
try and tackle this, I’d urge them to follow in the
footsteps of artists like Dwayne McDuffie, who
were able to create their own world away from
the hands of a company who likely, would have
turned his characters into tokens for their
ﬁnancial gain. In an age where it has never been
easier for creators to share their work, now is the
perfect time to make the change we want to see
ourselves.

Behind The Lens
By Leins Barthe

When the pandemic started, I did not think much of it. I thought it would only be a short while till I could see my peers
again and get back to my normal routine. Life, however, had other plans. For one year and seven days, I have watched my peers
through a laptop screen. Faces of those, who I once sat next to almost every day before, disappear behind their black screens, only
to be replaced by a picture, a name, and silence. We as humans are a social species and because of this we need to communicate
with others, but ever since the pandemic, I feel like I am one of the only people left.
At the start of online learning, I was happy. I felt that now that I was home I could be even more productive and still enjoy
the companionship of my peers, but like always, things change. Things got quiet and lonely after the ﬁrst three months. Students
weren’t turning their cameras on like they used to. I was ﬁne with this at ﬁrst, but as time passed, students stopped talking and
participating, and it started upsetting me. I would be sitting in a digital classroom, seemingly talking to myself and the teacher,
and the whole class was quiet with the exception of a few students who would comment in the video chat. It stressed me out and
angered me because I felt alone in the classroom despite the fact that the students were in the same “room” as I was.
As a student and a peer, I understand the insecurities that come with being on the internet. Not everybody has a private
room or quiet space where they could do their classes and so the turning off of the camera is perfectly understandable. Not
everybody feels comfortable with others seeing their home, and that is also understandable, but the least someone could do is at
least show your face once in a while so that way the teacher knows you’re there.

The issue that also arises from this lack of interaction is a
collapse of student-teacher relationships. Teachers now have to stare
at a screen and hope that a student or two will communicate and
participate in their class. Like a student, a teacher will also feel wasted
and alone. A teacher’s job is to assist, help, and guide their students,
but the lack of visual and verbal communication between students and
teacher makes that job all that much harder. If the students don’t talk
to or communicate with their teachers, then there is no way for the
teacher to help the student. If the student does not interact with the
teacher, the teacher won’t ever get to know the student and thus won’t
be able to form a connection with the student and just see them as a
name and icon on a computer screen.

Leins Barthe

The success of our society is all credited to our ability to communicate; we are a social species. The moment that
connection, that communication, is severed we crumble, and we fall... When I look back on the time that was spent before the
pandemic, I realize that I haven’t made the best of it at school, and I see the opportunities that I missed and let pass. It is a
complicated task for a person to recover alone, for when you’re alone, there is no one around for you to lean on. There’s no one to
push you and encourage you. It is this very interaction, this very human activity that I so desperately miss. I want to see my peers
again. I want to see my teachers again.
It is for these reasons as mentioned above that I keep my camera on. I keep my camera on to show my teachers and peers
that I am still here. On the surface, I do this because I equate my digital class to my former in-person classes but below the
surface, I keep my camera on to show my peers that it is okay to turn theirs on and participate. I keep my camera on so that my
peers won’t feel so ashamed about their appearance and what others will think about it. I want our digital classes to feel normal
again and in order to bring back that normality you need to promote it.

WHSAD Juniors create comic
books
By Mahalia Sainteloi
In the past month, Ms. Moos and Mr. O’Brien, the junior Architecture teachers, assigned their students a Comic Book project in
the Building and Design class. Students were asked to use their creativity and drawing skills as well as concepts taught in class to
design a comic book with a backstory. Below, Junior Raymundo Garcia shared his artwork, thoughts and experience with the
whole thing.

What was your process like?
-

My process took a lot of time to make. When I was making my comic strip, I would at ﬁrst sketch everything with pencil,
and then shade some parts to show color. When I am ﬁnished, I would use a marker to color the frame box, and parts of the
characters as well. The whole process took me some hours to make, but it was worth it.

What story were you hoping to convey with your art?
-

The type of story that I was hoping to convey in my art was to show that two friends were debating if ice skating was easy or
not. The main character named Diego believed ice skating was easy and wanted to prove his friend Alex wrong. Alex
believed that ice skating is hard and that Diego won’t master it in under a week. After that, Diego would practice ice skating
for many hours so that he could prove his friend wrong. At the end, Diego was able to ice skate very well since he was
practicing it for a long time and didn’t give up after many failures. Diego proved Alex wrong.

How do you think this project affected your knowledge about the design world?
-

This project doesn't really affect my knowledge about the design of the world. Instead it made me admire more of how
people do their designs, because if you want to create something great, then you must be willing to work for many hours,
and to give it your best. I also noticed that making comics/manga is very time consuming because each panel of the comic
would take a long time to make if you want to have good details.

Medium?- Title of comic, date created, materials used?
-

The materials that I used for my comic are paper, pencil, and a marker. The title that I put for my comic is “Diego
Adventure” because Diego would be doing new things throughout his lifetime. My ﬁnal comic was created on March 2.

Art Section:

Ana Chinchilla
My painting was a challenge for myself as an artist. I like to look at line art and
how people draw amazing designs without erasing nor stopping the pencil
from lifting off the page. I practiced many times on paper then was able to
complete it on a canvas. There’s no speciﬁc reason behind the drawings I
chose, but it did stand out towards me the most when picking out the designs.
Most line art is just black and white, so as someone who loves many colors in
my work, it was a bit of a challenge to choose what colors and what goes with
the theme of the designs because of the usual black and white art. I wanted the
line art to pop off the canvas using colors even though I still need some
improvement, I still love the colors I chose for this painting.

Marc Joseph

As we were reading the play “Mr. Burns” and Giovanni Boccaccio’s The
Decameron, we learned about groups of people who were in these
post-apocalyptic worlds, who stumbled upon each other and told one
another stories. In Mr. Burns, characters tried their best to remember parts
of Simpsons’ episodes and remember how joyful watching the show was,
and they wanted to share that joy with others by performing the episode to
the others of this post-apocalyptic world. After reading and watching this
play, we were assigned a creative assignment, one being a render/image of
some sort of post-apocalyptic world where people would try to piece
together a story. I choose this option due to my skills in the program
Blender, which I have learned throughout the quarantine. The picture/video
I made was meant for a group of people who found each other when the
world was in a post-apocalyptic state and instead of trying to piece together
a Simpsons episode they tried to piece together a Naruto episode where the
boy was in the ramen shop with his friends. They try to share the joy they
had from watching this anime with others so they try to recreate the scene
with worn down bamboo, wood, and rocks.

Avril Mariana Garcia Alba
First I started doing a doodle, then turned it into a sketch,
and then a ﬁnal drawing using my laptop and drawing
tablet. I wanted to make a story that was relatable to
everyone about procrastination and show how it can affect
us. This project made me understand a bit more on how to
use colors and in the steps I need to make to create a good
drawing. The title is “One week later.”

Sebastian Mitchell
I drew this piece because it represents some of my own personal experience.
For me, it represents letting go of someone you loved in order to be a better version of yourself,
even if they meant a lot to you. Some of my inspiration comes from classical music. I usually listen
to it while drawing because the tones make me get in certain moods and mindsets for whatever
drawing I want to work on. For example, for this piece I was listening to Lacrimosa, by Mozart. It
just builds some type of suspense and it brings in inspiration. At ﬁrst it's low and then the
instruments get louder. It’s truly great. This piece ﬁts in with other of my works because they all
follow a certain time line that ﬁt with my mindset, and they all have a different meaning to me. I
usually do 1-4 pieces that all have the same meaning but it's the story developing, this piece is the
ﬁnal one from the ‘story’. The wings on one of them also has a meaning. It represents how the
other one saw him as someone who could save him from himself, an angel. I don’t really expect the
viewers to feel the same way because we all interpret art differently. Personally, I saw it as a form of
survival for our own sake. A close friend of mine saw it as love, a greedy but magical form of love,
because the ‘angel’ was willing to put himself through hell in order to save his lover from his own
head, but in the end he chose himself and his happiness even if it meant sacriﬁcing what he loved
the most.
Maybe others interpret it differently, and if you do maybe let me know. It’d be cool to discuss that.
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