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The origin of WHSAD and Park 
Avenue Armory Partnership

Written by: Mahalia Saint-Eloi

The partnership between WHSAD and Park Avenue Armory dates back to 
2009 when the foundation of both the Armory and WHSAD were just coming 
about. As the the school was building its very foundation, administrators, mainly 
Ms. Wilson, teacher and Work Based Learning & Internship Coordinator, and 
WHSAD’s principal, Mr. Cornell, looked for ways to engage and introduce 
students to the art and architecture world. Once the partnership was 
established the Armory began reaching out to students at WHSAD and other 
schools and began enlisting. Watch and read the interviews done to learn more 
about how the partnership between the two unfolded.

Below are a series of interviews done with WHSAD alumni and Park Avenue 
Armory employees.



Gill Cornell, Principal of WHSAD

“When I became principal of this school, there was no architecture 
program, even though we were year 5. The prior administration never got 
serious about architecture, so when I took over the school, we needed to 
figure out how to quickly bring in architecture. I used to be a teacher at 
a school called The Brooklyn High School for the Arts. At the time, it was 
a preservation school and since then its become a fine arts and 
performing arts school like Laguardia. I called up a partner who used to 
run the preservation program there and asked her come to WHSAD to 
help us develop an architecture program. The first of the two things she 
did was introduce me to the people at Tweed and the Department of 
Education that controlled the internship money. The second thing was to 
bring the partners she used to have, which would be the World Monument 
Fund and Green-Wood Cemetery, and the Park Avenue Armory. I was 
introduced to those at Park Avenue Armory and the initial plan was to do 
a unit of study in one of the grades and then that grade would go to the 
Armory after studying about it in the school. A year later, Cassidy, Ms. 
Bruno, and I were talking and we came up with this idea called “ Night at 
the Armory” where there would be a year full of projects showcased at 
the Armory. The reason we did this was at the time the school didn't have 
a lot of money, and we used to have an arts show, but we couldn’t 
afford to do it that year, so we figured why don't the students just 
display their work over there. The next evolution is what you see now at 
the Armory which is these very focused units of study that they bring 
into the school where they connect the performances to whatever piece 
of literature you’re studying in class.

The other bit was that Park Avenue Armory is the only partner to pay 
out of pocket for our interns. Not only do they pay out of pocket but 
also they’ve hired some of our students upon graduation. And those 
students have worked there for a couple of years.”



Chelsea Emelie Kelly~

(Youth Corps Manager)
This interview was done virtually over Google 
Meet. Click below to be redirected to the video 
posted on WHSAD’s Youtube page.

The following are questions asked for Park Avenue Armory 
employees:

● Who started the program?
How did the partnership between WHSAD and the armory get 
started?

● How long ago was the program established?
● When the internship program was established, how did you go 

about recruiting? 
● What was the mission at the start of the program?
● -What's your favorite part of working at the armory.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1gkxJKFQGcRjSrfHtjMIlockHnD8ospf4/preview


- I believe the idea was to  develop this curriculum that was based on historic 
preservation as a curriculum lens. At the time, the idea that there would be a high 
school about design and historic preservation was mind-blowing and that was the 
reason why the Armory got involved with WHSAD. 

- One concept was that historic preservation is adaptive. But when I first started 
working at the Armory, these concepts were very new to me. The Armory is a 
very historic building and there was a group of community around the Armory 
that was like “let's tear this building down” because the real estate there was 
insane and there was this building that took up this large space and people were 
like “let's get our hands on that”. Then there was this other group that wanted to 
restore the building since the exterior and interior were these historic landmarks. 
So there was this idea of actually doing that but then what's the purpose? And 
that's when that came to be and was used as art space. The idea for the original 
partnership between WHSAD and the Armory was really about seeing in real time 
an adaptive reuse of historic landmark space. 

Cassidy Jones~
(Director of Education)



- 2010 was when I started, so I’m not sure if there was a group of students that 
came before me because it was when the program was first beginning but it 
has grown so much since then. Later, in that school year I began working with 
Ms. Wilson and we piloted the concept of interns from WHSAD working at the 
Armory. In May the very first group of interns came to the Armory. Youth 
Corps had gone on to recruit other schools, but WHSAD was the first Youth 
Corps partner. WHSAD is the original school partner we had, but now we have 7 
other schools. This all started by this overlap in the curriculum with what the 
school and the Armory was about. We also had teaching artists’ residences that 
happen each year at WHSAD and they started early on by thinking about how 
the art at the Armory could connect with the curriculum at WHSAD.

- Well I used to come to school and do info sessions and also speak to teachers 
like Ms. Moos, Mr. D’Amato, and Ms. Wilson. These sessions were largely about 
which students would be interested in the uniqueness of the Armory. What we 
learned from having interns from WHSAD was that this was a cool idea. The 
students bring so much expertise and experience to the Armory, and the 
Armory was so new as an institution that we needed help. Something I think is 
really important about this story is that the Armory needed help and the Youth 
Corps program gave us access to young people who were not only interested in 
learning but also brought skills and information. The idea that Youth Corps would 
be, for example, our front of house staff which originally came from another 
organization called New Victory was really cool. The Youth Corps program at 
New Victory is sort of the expanded program because there is so much to do 
and whoever was around took up that opportunity which in this case was the 
youth corps. They weren’t just collecting tickets or ushering ,they were the 
people helping the artists build part of their sets and drawing their floor plans, 
taking it from paper and actualizing it so that was a sort of a skill that students 
brought. 

- My favorite part about working at the Armory is talking to young people people. 
If I could pick a job it would be based on the ability talk to people who are not 
fully sure of themselves and their place in the world because there is so much 
possibility of an exchange of ideas. My favorite is young people and getting to 
hear what they think about the art, the world, and making space for those 
conversations. I also would want to put that into the heads of the institution 
because they have a lot to learn from the students who are part of the 
education program. I think one of the challenges is that juxtaposition of what it 
means to be on the Upper East Side in a predominantly white institution and have 
kids from all over the city interacting with patrons. That is a complex dynamic. 
Do I think it’s easy all the time? Absolutely not, but I think it's a really cool and 
important thing that happens.



WHSAD Alumni interviews:

Silas Rodriguez~
(Class of 2021)

- I became a Youth Corps during the summer of 2019 as Park Avenue was looking for 
new phase ones in my school. They came in as part of the SYEP program, although as 
you know that leads to many other things. They came in and gave a group interview, 
asking questions not about work experience necessarily, but more so questions to 
know us as people. After that I found out I had been selected, and then I attended the 
summer youth corps semester, and it went from there. As for how I carry the 
experience with me moving forward, I found it to be more so cultural than skill based. 
In the youth corps I don't feel as though I gained any hands on skill. Yes, we made art, 
and we also had a chance to learn how to perform ushering duties. But the biggest 
things I took away were how to be more introspective as I was being exposed to so 
many people and art forms from different cultures. It gave me a new outlook on how 
I then view new things in life. It's made me more open to art and things that I would 
once deem too weird or would write off as too odd. And as a result, my skills with 
communication and my ability to be open minded and connect with others has increased 
dramatically. These are things that will help me navigate through this vast earth as I have 
to make opportunities for myself and also create my own art whether it's writing or 
design.

- As of right now all I do for the Armory is ushering. Since Covid, the timing of 
everything is just all over the place.

- Because my ultimate goal is to be behind the camera and making films, every aspect 
from communication of ideas and general talking, to planning to being more socially open 
and open minded all helps towards that goal.

- WHSAD was an odd experience because I never really made any friends until my junior 
year. And in many ways I felt like Park Avenue changed that because everyone there 
was very kind to me, and it also made me more sociable at school. But because I had a 
fascination in the arts and WHSAD didn’t scratch that itch for me, I decided to join 
Youth Corps.

Below are questions provided for Alumni: 

● Are you working for the armory currently? If so, what’s your profession there? If 
not, what is your profession and who do you work for?

● In what ways do you think whsad and the armory aided you in the path to your career?

● Tell me about your experience at Whsad. How did it prompt you to enter the youth 
corps at the armory as a student?

● Do you mind sharing a few projects that you’ve done at your job or in college?

 
 



Sharlyn Galarza~
(WHSAD Alumni, Class of 2014, Education Assistant)

This interview was done virtually over Google Meet. Click below to be redirected 
to the video posted on WHSAD’s YouTube page.

Shar spends most of 
her time painting and 
illustrating. These are 
two images showcasing 
Shar’s range of work. If 
you would like to 
contact her, here is her 
email: 
sgalarza@armoryonpark.org

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1A699pJp3aiTavNkVgApHR4i1Slwfhsm7/preview


- I don’t work for the Armory currently, I’m only doing “front-of-house” for them. 
I’m not currently working but I was working for an Architecture firm but I was 
laid off in March of 2020.

- I was in Youth Corps in 2011. When I was in my junior year of high school, Ms. 
Wilson who was in charge of the internship programs, introduced me to the 
Armory which the school offered in the spring. Then I had an interview with 
Monica and from there I was recruited into a group of 5. It was a lot different 
than it is now because it was the beginning of the program, and a lot of the 
structure that was there now wasn’t there before. So, it was a lot of touch 
and go and brand new. The only coordinators there were Cassidy and Monica. 
After my year of 2011, it wrapped up from there because in that summer a new 
group came, so the people who worked in the spring worked with the kids in 
that group, and they also took kids from other schools. We would do 
programming, which would be before shows. A group of kids would come in and 
go to the show or art installation. At the end of it we had an art gallery, and we 
each had a piece we created that was supposed to be related to the Armory. 
Mine was a 3-d model of a horse that is still hanging at the Armory.”

- I always wanted to do architecture, and when I applied to this school, I thought 
that I would get the whole architecture experience. It wasn’t until my senior year 
of high school where they finally brought in an architect who taught us how to 
do AutoCAD for half a semester. For the Armory, it wasn’t really about 
architecture it was more about having a job to show us about art and teach us 
things that weren’t necessarily about architecture but just art in general.

Nancy Gomez~
(Class of 2012)



Joseph Balbuena~
(Class of 2018)

This interview was done virtually over Google Meet. Click below to be redirected 
to the video posted on WHSAD’s Youtube page.

These are a few examples of Joseph’s photography work. Here 
is a link to his photography portfolio: 
https://slumberpictures.myportfolio.com/work

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1kk34WiG6_djBcLcn_DHPxzvxzHvt809n/preview
https://slumberpictures.myportfolio.com/work


I think Ruth Gruener was a woman who truly understood love. Every word she spoke was 
somehow always laced with it. I can’t say I knew too much about her outside of her survivor story.  
The only time I saw her was through brief interviews through Project Witness sessions, but I think I 
know enough to speak to the effect she has on people. If there’s one thing about Mrs. Gruener, she 
was going to make you understand love. Maybe it’s because of her secluded time in isolation as a child 
or a mixture of her human nature but she truly was a loving person. I saw her for 2 years through 
Project Witness, and each time she was always smiling. I watched kids ask her questions about her 
trauma and how she’d retell such agonizing events with a distant pain in the back of her mind but always 
tie it back to love. I believe she said it was a form of healing, retelling her story. She’d always end on a 
positive note and had a sometimes poetic view of an ideal world that some may call too good to be true. 

Sometimes when I hear “we should all be treated equally,” I dismiss it as a cliche. I think it’s an overused 
statement lacking any nuance.  But when Ruth would point to flowers as an example for people to 
follow, it would make me a little more tolerant. She lived a long life learning many lessons and was more 
than willing to share them with the younger generation. The most important of all lessons to teach was 
love and peace. Sometimes the message is repetitive to the point of it becoming banal, but the way she 
said it made it something you really wanted to believe in. Perhaps it was because she knew from a 
young age that we were all on borrowed time. Maybe it’s because she grew older with every Google 
Meet and school assembly. Either way, she tried her best to make it known. 

I want to say she left the world in a better place than where it was before. I want to say we will 
carry on the fight for love and peace and eventually achieve the world she wants for the sake of 
every child that has or will go through an experience like hers. But I know that would be a lie. I don’t 
think we will reach Ruth’s ideal anytime soon, but that’s not to render her message powerless. 

Ruth’s story is supposed to make us feel guilt and sadness not for her but ourselves as global citizens. 
It is supposed to terrify us into action. We need people like Ruth to remind us of our humanity.

Ruth Gruener Obituary
Written by: Deselle Thompson



For Mrs. Gruener:

Like the way a newborn cries itself into the world,
For a life it doesn’t yet know.

Like the way a dove soars across the sky after a storm,
To let you know that it’s over, olive branch in its beak.

Like the way an seed grows through a crack in the concrete,
Or after seasons of drought.

Like the way birds know where to turn 
when they’re flying in a flock.

So will you find your place in heaven.

AP Environmental science
Written by: George Pinto

What kinds of topics do you cover in this class?

AP Environmental Science is a unique class that incorporates topics that students have learned about 
throughout their educational careers. These topics include biology, earth science, chemistry, geography, 
politics, and many more. This is why I truly love teaching this class. It is so unique and has every opportunity 
to be interesting.

What do you hope your students will take away from this class?

I hope that my students view the environment in a different way than when they did before the class. If 
every student, at the minimum, cares about the importance and their responsibility to protect the 
environment even just a little bit more than they did before, then I have done my job. I also hope that my 
students begin to think critically about the world around them and ask themselves what they can do to 
help. Lastly, we love to use data and evidence for all topics of this class. By the end of this year, my 
students will know how to sufficiently use evidence and data to support how they feel about any issue or 
topic that they come across in life.



Why should students take this class?

Students should take this class because it incorporates all that they have learned 
throughout their educational careers. Most students take this in their senior year and 
I believe that is fitting because it ties everything together. Students will also gain a 
better perspective about the world around them and how to protect it.

How can the knowledge students gain in this class help them in college, and the future 
in general?

I think the knowledge and skills that are gained in this class will help students beyond 
their high school careers because this class focuses on how the individual can make 
a difference in one’s community or world. I also believe that students will gain the 
skills necessary to support what they have to say by constantly practicing the use 
of gathering evidence to support their claims. Any sort of debate or argumentative 
essay that a student could be required to participate in after high school is one area 
they will excel in after my class because the skills of gathering evidence and using 
that evidence for support is something that is constantly practiced.

How do AP classes help benefit students later in life?

AP classes are not only a good opportunity for students to earn college credit and 
save money in their next few years of school, but AP classes also try to 
incorporate the use of advanced skills needed in many aspects of life beyond high 
school. Every student should take at least one AP course because it may challenge 
students in ways that they never have been before.



The teen entrepreneurship club is an opportunity for people who want to get their feet 
wet in the experience of the business world. In the club we learn the ins and outs of 
running a business. While learning the ins and outs of the business world, we run our own 
business and are able to see a profit from it. My role in the teen entrepreneurship club is 
project manager, and I work closely with our staff supervisor, Ms. Amanda. I work with 
the marketing team and the finance department to see what items we need for inventory 
and what items will actually sell. I also have the job of reminding Mr. Codio, our supplier, to 
buy the items and discuss with him what went well after every sale. I also discuss with my 
team the improvements that need to be done for the next sale. Ms. Amanda, the team 
leader, said, “Our goal as a club is to learn from our collective experience and have fun 
while doing so. I hope the students leave each week feeling like they learned something 
valuable, but most importantly, that their entrepreneurial itch continues to grow. I hope 
students continue to expand on their innate potential to be the leaders, inventors, 
innovators and entrepreneurs of the future. It’s been a blast so far!”. The teen 
entrepreneur club is accepting anyone willing to put in the time and the work to learn 
about the world of entrepreneurship. So please don’t be afraid to stop by and join the 
club. 

Teen Entrepreneurship Club 
Written by: Mildred Amofa



The entrepreneurship club provides an opportunity to learn how to be independent and 

earn your own money. It teaches you how to manage your money and also invest and make 

more money. I’ve never been in a club like this before. It sort of feels like a job, which I believe 

can help me be more responsible when I take on an actual job. So far, we have had five 

meetings. During these sessions, we have discussed how much money we planned to make, the 

different departments we needed, and what and how we would sell. After we all chose what 

departments we wanted we were given responsibilities that we had to tackle. I am in the finance 

department. Qualities required of a person in this department would be responsibility, multitasking, 

strong verbal and written communication, and a little skill in math. My responsibilities are to help 

develop marketing plans, keep track of accounts, and make sure the services received are 

within the budget. Other departments include marketing, which deal with advertisement, 

negotiations, and offering new ideas. Although these skills may not be your strong suit, the 

entrepreneurship club can allow you to improve on your weaknesses and prepare you for a 

future career. As of November 9, we’ve had our first sale. The sale went relatively well. 

Everything was organized and we made lots of money. After the sale we met and spoke about 

what went well and what we could improve on. There were so many aspects that almost felt 

real. For example, even if your dream career is not owning a business, the entrepreneurship 

club can help you develop good habits and skills that will help you throughout your life. Although I 

don't have complete confidence in the responsibilities given to me, there are seniors and Ms. 

Amanda, who can help me. There is also a community to confide in and people with similar 

interests. 

The Entrepreneurship 
Club

Written by: Conrecia Blake



When I first entered the teen entrepreneurship club, I was excited to make new
bonds, and earn loads of money. I was not mistaken. After getting to know each other
through a series of ice breakers, we hopped straight into the money talk. That’s when 
I
knew this was the club for me. I was expecting a fast-paced, straight to business club,
and teen entrepreneurship did not disappoint. They delivered exactly the type of
after school activity that I wanted to partake in. In this club we learn how to invest in 
and sustain a business. I can’t wait to get hands-on experience when we start selling 
snacks. I enjoy entrepreneurship because we can be the heads of our own businesses. 
We don’t have to follow anyone’s standards, we create our own! I am expecting to 
learn a lot from this club, and I believe that it will be extremely beneficial in my future, 
no matter what I decide to do.

During elections to figure out who would be assigned which role, it was decided
that I would be in the marketing department. Besides marketing, the other departments
available to be a part of were inventory management, quality control, finance, and 
project management. In the marketing department, there are two different roles: the 
marketing manager and the marketing coordinator. My role is the marketing 
coordinator, which is basically just to assist the marketing manager.

To be a marketing coordinator, you need to be able to develop strategic marketing 
initiatives and activities and implement marketing plans that include print, broadcast and 
online content. You also have to be able to create branded advertising campaigns, and 
support the marketing and design teams by coordinating and collating content and 
setting up tracking systems for marketing campaigns and online activities. Additionally, 
you have to conduct market research to identify marketing opportunities and 
negotiate media coverage and traffic all advertising efforts to appropriate channels. 
Furthermore, you have to develop and manage all internal communication systems and 
create, maintain and strengthen the organization’s overall brand through all media 
avenues. Not only do you have to meet these requirements, but you also have to 
organize and streamline service offerings into user- friendly concepts and manage 
print contractors and other promotional vendors. Finally, you have to maintain strict 
confidentiality of sensitive information and simplify complex data into a user-friendly 
format such as graphs, charts and other visual aids for clients and management. If 
you meet these requirements, then you are qualified to be a marketing coordinator.

Now that you know what it takes to be on the team, what do you say? Do you think
that you have what it takes to be in the teen entrepreneurship club? 

Entrepreneurship Reflection

Written by: Zaidyn Deas



Are you interested in Engineering?, 
then this is a good article to read.

Written by: George Pinto

If you are a high school student who is interested in becoming an engineer, whether you 
want to be a structural engineer, mechanical engineer, electrical engineer, etc, this is a good 
article to read. 

I interviewed a couple of structural engineers from Thornton Tomasetti, an 
engineering firm located in Manhattan, to help answer some questions high school students 
might have. First off I asked them: What do engineers do? Engineers use math and science 
to help solve problems related to why buildings fall down, how bridges span across great 
distances, how things work the way they do, and much, much more. Different types of 
engineers focus on different problems. For example, structural engineers help with 
buildings and bridges while mechanical engineers will deal more with cars and household 
appliances. However, all types of engineers help things work better than they did before.

 “I wanted to become an engineer because I always enjoyed math and physics 
classes in high school. I think numbers and equations do an excellent job in explaining 
the world in general.” - Paula Betancourt (Thornton Tomasetti) talking about why she 
wanted to become an engineer. “The first person to ever tell me I was going to be 
an engineer was my math teacher when she saw me pry open a calculator to see 
how it worked.  I was especially curious about buildings and structures and 
understanding how and why they stood up.” (Marguerite Jeansonne Pinto, Thornton 
Tomasetti) These engineers were interested in the job because of their curiosity in 
the way things worked, and if you are interested in that too, then this is a great 
profession to learn more about. 

High school is a great time to start getting involved in engineering, even if you aren't 
sure you want to commit to it later in life. You can learn more about the profession, 
and go into college more prepared, as well as with possible experience in the field 
already, which could be more appealing to colleges you might be interested in. “It’s a 
great idea that you start learning about engineering at a young age, because you’ll be 
better informed about all the options that exist within engineering. Also, it will allow 
you to reach out to people who are currently working in some of the areas that 
caught your attention, to learn from people in the field.” (Paula Betancourt, Thornton 
Tomasetti).



So how do you get involved? “If you are interested in engineering there are after 
school programs geared towards high school students. With YouTube and the internet 
there are so many resources out there. For example, I would recommend ACE 
(acementor.org).” (Boris Weinstein, Thornton Tomasetti) Lots of the after school clubs 
here at WHSAD involve engineering as well as architecture, so check your 
architecture and design Google Classroom for any good opportunities to learn more 
about engineering. The ACE Mentorship Program is a great example of one way to get 
more involved. You can work with professionals to experience these jobs first hand, 
and after four years it can give you opportunities for scholarships. Another great 
way to gain experience in the field would be applying for an internship.

NY Public Library 
(interior) via Lawrence 
Pierre

To hear about a student's internship experience at an engineering firm called 
“SRW Engineering'' I interviewed Lawrence Pierre, who is a senior here at WHSAD. 
Although his focus was mostly on architecture, he still learned about engineering, and 
the internship experience was relatively the same. He talked a lot about the many 
different things he learned during his time at the firm, and how this knowledge helps 
him now.  “My experience in SRW Engineering and Architecture was educational and 
fun. We were able to learn about architecture/engineering blueprints and how they’re 
structured, as well as codes which we found in the Graphics Standards book. We also 
took trips to Little Island and Manhattan Library to research the architecture, 
engineering and the process it took to construct such architectural marvels.”

http://acementor.org/


During our internship, we had to 
research the various steps it 
took for this pier as well as the 
Manhattan Library to be made, 
and we presented the information 
we gathered to the entire 
company on our last 
day.”(Lawrence Pierre, WHSAD 
senior)

Entrance to Little Island

 I also recommend you read “My Internship Experience With SRW Engineering” 
by Matthew Zaczeniuk on the last edition of The Column to hear about his 
experience with a summer internship.

He told me that he learned about how blueprints are formatted 
and what kind of information they hold, as well as how careful 
architects have to be with their documents to avoid legal problems and 
losing track of things. I asked him if he would recommend this 
experience to other students and he said: “I most definitely recommend 
other students to participate in a similar internship mainly because it 
gives them a glimpse of the work that they’d be doing in the future. 
SRW specifically taught me not only the benefits of being an architect 
but the challenges that come with it. Many times my supervisor would 
tell us, “you gotta love it because if we don’t love architecture we 
would most likely hate it once we become architects.”



If you still aren’t sure if you want to consider engineering as a possible profession at 
all, here is why engineers recommend it:

● “First, it’s such a broad field that you can easily find a specific branch that is 
appealing to you. Second, engineering fosters creativity development and team working 
skills. Third, you have the chance to do something to improve our world. Fourth, 
financial stability. Finally, engineering will give you a specific ‘way of thinking’ to analyze 
and tackle problems that can be applied not only in work but also in life in general.” 
(Paula Betancourt, Thornton Tomasetti)

● “If you like problem solving and are curious how things work, it's a good profession to 
be in.” (Marguerite Jeansonne Pinto, Thornton Tomasetti)

● “If you enjoy working out problems by applying math and science then some type of 
engineering can be the profession for you. I personally find that no two projects are 
the same, they all brings a unique problem that needs to be solved” (Boris Weinstein, 
Thornton Tomasetti)

Engineering is really a great profession to be in, so, if you are interested, start participating 
in programs, and internships now to make it easier for you later on.

Should I Stay or Should I Go?

Written by: Mildred Amofa

Life after high school is such a huge change and you are given different 
choices for what you want to do with your life. Many choose the college 
route to get a degree for a job.

Interviews were conducted with students who decided to take the college 
route and are faced with the decision to stay in the city or go away for 
college.

READ BELOW:



Questions that were asked:
❖ Why do you want to stay in NYC?
❖ What major are you choosing?
❖ Why did you choose that major?
❖ What are the top 3 schools you’re looking at?
❖ Why are you looking at those schools?
❖ Why do you want to go away for college? 

People who want to stay in New York City for 
college:

Megan Golding~

Why do you want to stay?: To stay closer to family and friends. She 
likes the city, likes noise, crowds and people
Schools you're looking at (top 3): 
● CCNY:  Very good programs for design and science in general.
● Fashion Institute of Technology: Good school for art and design.
● School of the Visual Arts: The best school in the country and has 

so much prestige and potential for me.
Major: Graphic Design or Web Design
Why did you choose this major: She likes computer design and graphic 
design goes hand in hand with art and computers



Why do you want to stay: New York is offering me more of what I want. I 
am not ready to leave my family. Would love to go out of state, but they 
don't have what I'm looking for. 
Schools you’re looking at (top 3): Hunter, John Jay, and Laguardia Community 
College 

● Hunter College: They have the exact major I'm looking for CSI Forensic 
Science. Gets lost easily

● John Jay : Forensic Science/ Technology. John Jay only has part of 
what I’m looking for. Top school for Criminal Justice 

● Laguardia Community College : LAGCC is in Kiara’s top 3 because they 
have a health and science major that has paramedic under it.

Kiara doesn’t want to go straight into forensic science
Major: Paramedic & forensic science 

Kiara Garcia~

Why do you want to stay: I want to stay in NYC because of money and 
wanting to be near home. Before I had the idea of leaving, but when my 
parents started to earn less than usual, I realized that financially it would be 
wiser to stay in the city rather than leaving. 

What major are you choosing?: Film and Architecture

Joshua Luna~



Why did you choose this major: I chose this major because I've been in 
school for architecture for 3 years and enjoyed every single project that 
we’ve done that is related to architecture. Learning about AutoCad, making 
wall frames, floor plans, and more was fun, and I want to continue doing all 
of that after high school. I chose film because of my fascination with film 
and filmmakers. I was interested in how a certain scene is shot/framed 
and how they are able to make something seem really dramatic; I enjoy the 
idea of doing that.

What are your top 3 schools you’re looking at and why?: 
● CCNY: The architecture program and I know people who have applied 

and enjoy the school and its environment. 
● Hunter: because of their film program
● Brooklyn College: for their film program

I also looked at Hunter and Brooklyn college because of the distance the 
schools are from my house.

People who want to go away for college:

Outstate, Doesn’t want to stay in New York
Why do you want to go away? : Likes to  explore, wants to get 
away from home and wants to be independent 
Schools you’re looking at : Lesley University 
Why did you choose that school: Putting all his chips in Lesley 
University. Wants to run track in college. Coach reached out to him 
personally, and Pedro likes the environment 
Major: Wants to major in biology and education 

Pedro Astudillo~



Why do you want to go away: Experience different things 
Schools you’re looking at (top 3): Howard, Seton Hall and Syracuse 
Major: Public relations/ Business Administration/ Marketing  
Why those schools: 

● Howard: I want to go because of their sense of Black community. Also, 
my mom wento Howard, and I want to continue the legacy. 

● Seton Hall: I want to go because of their business program
● Syracuse : I want to go because of their management program

Asher Thomas

Why? To see the world. Step out of my comfort zone. I don't want to spend my whole life in NYC, 
so it feels very easy that you don’t need to branch out. There's always everything in New York so 
I'm ready to see other places, and get to know them as well as I know NYC. Also, I want to be 
more independent from my parents. I always wanted to work on a farm, so I want to go to a 
rural setting. 
Schools you’re looking at (top 3): 1. Bowdoin… 2. Amherst 3. Harvard

DESELLE LOOKS FOR SMALL SCHOOLS

Bowdoin: I love the location because it is on the coast of Maine. There is a research island that 
Bowdoin has. Bowdoin has the combination of a forest environment and coastal environment. 
Bowdoin also has a lot of good first generation low income support. The students and professors 
are great. The teachers make me actually interested, and it draws me into the school. The people 
are great. I love prospective students. They are really honest. They tell you their genuine opinion 
about the school. I will be applying early decision here. Bowdoin also has really good financial aid. 

Amherst: Multiple research opportunities. They have a farm. The book and plow farm. Work study 
at a farm. Interested in farm work. Hands on environmental work. Isn’t too isolated. Part of 
college consortium with UMASS, Smith College, Mount Holyoke, and Hampshire College.   

Harvard: The financial aid attracts me. Academic Rigor. Activeness of the student body. Lastly, the 
reputation and alumni connections draw me into the school.

Major: Undecided.. I am interested in stem. Environmental science. Public health. Gender sexuality and 
women’s studies. ( MAYBE  A MINOR).

Deselle Thompson~



Why do you want to leave?: I want experience a different environment, cultures 
and broaden my horizons
Schools (top 3); USC, UWM (University of Wisconsin-Madison), University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign

USC; projected major: Business Administration. I want to go to USC because of the 
feeling of being at home and constantly collaborating with like-minded people. As I 
was researching the school, I fell in love with a class called Theatrical Film Synopsis 
taught by a film creator, Lenard Malti, who will bring me face to face with those 
who make films and the deeper meaning in those films.
Why did you choose CALI?  I chose California because of the resources and 
climate. I also love wearing short shorts, and the warm weather in California made 
me fall with the state. I also am IN LOVE WITH LA.

University of Wisconsin Madison: Join a club : I want to attend UWM because the 
school will bring me out of my comfort zone. I wIll be in a completely new 
environment. Also, I would like to participate in cold weather activities such as skiing 
and sailing on the lake and mountains next to campus. Also UWM offers amazing 
research opportunities. My projected major would be Computer science / 
engineering.

UIUC : Opportunities in computer science and an ability to be amongst a large 
student body that has school pride. Major: Computer science. 

Jayden Villa~ 



Financial Literacy Month
Written by: Sheena Luke

Financial Literacy, as defined by Wikipedia is “the ability to understand and 
effectively use various financial skills, including personal financial management, 
budgeting, and investing.” 

The average American has $90,460 in debt. The average amount of debt per 
individual ages 18 to 24 is $16,043. Things such as student loans, credit cards, 
mortgages and medical expenses are only a few of the reasons for this debt. 
Now, you may be looking at these numbers and thinking ‘How could anyone ever 
let their debt get so high, much less get themselves into debt in the first place?’ 
While there are a number of possible answers to that, the biggest one is their 
lack of financial literacy, or their inexperience regarding finances. 



Considering this, it is highly recommended that high school students begin saving money as soon as 
they begin earning it. Additionally, students should start taking responsibility for their finances by 
learning how to save, earn, and spend it wisely. As college and adulthood approach, students will 
find that their freedom from their parents comes with financial independence, too. The thought 
of having your account separate from your parents seems great, but in reality, you're likely to 
find that independence proves more difficult than you thought. As of a 2018 survey conducted by 
Pew Research Center, it was found that “24% of young adults were financially independent by age 
22 or younger”. Even though most believe they can become financially independent right after high 
school, realistically, many do not. This is due to the fact that this goal requires budgeting, savings, 
and enough money on-hand to spend for whatever lifestyle you wish for. And while people aim for 
this, it is often met with loans, debts, unhealthy spending habits and unprecedented events that 
drastically affect financial situations. 
This is why it's crucial that you develop healthy spending and saving habits as soon as you begin 
earning money, often during high school. Starting early will help you establish a habit that will 
become even more convenient as you become an adult and take on responsibilities and are faced 
with expenses you never even knew existed. 

The thought of picking up a new habit may scare many but gradually growing into it can be quite 
simple. The following are some strategies for beginning to save at a young age.



First up, buy only what you need. A crucial skill you need to have is determining what you want 
versus what you need. Young adults and children are prone to impulsive shopping as they act on 
desire rather than logic when faced with the 'hottest item' of the month. As shown in a report 
conducted by CreditCards.com, “Impulse buys are most often made to fulfill a selfish desire, 
with 47% of us buying for ourselves, but that's especially true for those in the young. Of those 
in the 18-29 age bracket, 61% said they made most impulse purchases for themselves”. While 
there's nothing wrong with wanting certain things, you should limit your spending on items that 
you don't necessarily need or won't use. Consider these things before buying anything:

● How often do you plan on using it?
● Does it fit within your budget?
● Do you really want this item or do you just like it for the moment?

Another strategy for saving is budgeting. Although you will most likely not have any monthly 
expenses as a student, it is a good idea to set a budget for how much you will spend each week 
without going over. The set amount may include the general cost of a miscellaneous item you find 
and decide to buy at that moment. 

This budgeting strategy is even being taught within the WHSAD community currently;

The Financial Literacy Month at MSK (My Sister's Keeper) is providing young women with an 
opportunity to learn about budgeting and expenses. 

Our first activity on Day 1 was to list things we would like to have at the age of 24-30. Among 
them were our desired houses, family size, mode of transportation, grocery list, insurance plans, 
hobbies, and means of self-care. One thing we overlooked when creating the list was the cost. 



During our second activity, we played a game somewhat similar to the American television show, 
The Price Is Right, in which we were given items from the 8 categories mentioned in the last 
activity and had to determine the cost of each item correctly. Unexpectedly, these items turned 
out to be much more costly than we expected. This newfound information on the pricey nature 
of these items caused us to rethink our original list from Activity 1. 

We then moved into Activity 3 on Day 2, recreating our desire list in a more realistic way. As we 
modified this list, the most important thing we had to keep in mind was the cost of all items on 
our new "Reality" list. Having built this new list, we received a list of average salaries by 
occupation group, tying back to the occupations we wrote down for our reality list. Along with 
the salary sheet, we also received a monthly budget planner on which we began by listing our 
monthly salary. After that, we categorized all of our expenses as follows: Bills & Utilities, 
Transportation & Car, Shopping, Entertainment, Groceries, Fees & Changes, Eating Out, Health & 
Fitness, Travel, and Miscellaneous Expenses. Our expenses were totaled up along with all the 
costs, and they were deducted from our monthly earnings. As a final step, we determined 
whether the amount of money we had left was acceptable. Using this budget planner, we could 
determine whether our spending habits were healthy or if they needed to be adjusted. 

MSK Mentors comment on why they believe it’s important for young women to learn financial 
literacy; 

Ms.Newton, 9th Grade ELA Teacher and MSK Mentor

“I think they should be able to spend their money wisely and they should be able to make wise 
financial decisions. And I think learning about how to handle money now, while you’re still in school 
is good because you get used to it and going into the work-world, you’ll be going in with an idea 
of how to spend your money and how to spend it wisely.”

Amanda Saechao, MSK Mentor 

It’s important for young women to learn financial literacy because there is so much power in 
being self-reliant, well-educated and financially stable. 

If young people are sufficiently financially literate, they can participate in economic activities and 
make informed financial decisions. Developing a competency for earning, budgeting, saving, 
investing and borrowing is essential to building a promising foundation as you enter adulthood. So 
many students leave high school and enter college, where they will need to make decisions about 
how to use their money (grants, loans, earned income) and they don’t really understand how it all 
works. 



We specifically spend a month exploring Finance in My Sisters Keeper because there is a 
significant gender gap in Financial Literacy among men and women. Generally, women earn 
less, save less and need to take more time off from work than men; all while dealing with a 
lifetime battle of pay equity. The only way we can narrow this gap is to incorporate finance 
into the curriculum somehow. Our goals as your advisors is to give you the tools you will need 
to approach money the right way. So far, we have talked about the importance of salary, 
insurance and expenses but there is so much more we have to cover. We hope to shape 
your financial outlook in a way that prepares you for a healthy life long relationship with 
money. 

Savings and checking accounts are a third method of saving. In order to use this strategy, 
you would need to ask your parent/guardian for assistance, as they are the ones with the 
resources to create this account. You can reap great rewards from interest if you start a 
savings account at a young age and revisit it in your later years, depending on how much you 
initially invest. A checking account is the account used for daily transactions from debit 
cards. Having a checking account can be the most practical and accessible place to store 
money after you learn how to discipline your spending. 

Lastly, and likely the easiest method, you can speak with a financial advisor through your 
school. Since 2020, a very large number of states have both added and made financial 
education a requirement for schools. In light of this, it's more than likely that you have 
access to an advisor to discuss saving plans with. 

Though the month of November is for financial literacy, don't limit yourself to learning some 
healthy spending habits only this month. Practice good habits regarding your money throughout 
the year and during every purchase. 



When I think of who I am, who I will be, or who I was, what do I see?  Is my vision 
clear, do I see the truth; do I see who I really am or rather who I wish I was? Questions I 
ask myself often. When I was 14, I don’t think I could ever imagine any of this for myself. 
Frankly I don’t think I knew what I wanted when I was younger, or where I wanted to be. 
When asked what I wanted to do, or who I wanted to be, maybe I’d spontaneously say 
whatever popped into my head, or what felt right in the moment. Truth be told, do you 
ever really know what you want, or who you want to be? Despite whatever I may have 
told myself for comfort and peace of mind, one thing was always the same. Whether I 
wanted to be an architect, or a designer, I wanted one thing above all: happiness. I know 
this sounds melodramatic, and well it might be, but life has a crazy way of working as 
we all know. I don’t know where I’ll be when I finish writing this sentence or in a year 
from now, and as scary as that may sound, I’ve found and made my peace with that. 
Peace in the unknown and that while I may not know what I want, I can trust in myself 
and my surroundings, and I understand that everything will be alright. 

Written by: Antonio Perez

Looking Forward into the 
Past

Antonio is on the far left, in the brown.



In my time since graduating high school, everything has changed. My career 
goals and aspirations, the world, and my life. I graduated with the intentions of 
pursuing Architecture, and interning at a firm I’ve worked with in the past. Enter 
the global pandemic, and the ongoing fear of how stable my life is and here I am 
now, stable, and happy. I thought I knew it all, and I thought I had it all. It didn’t take 
long for me to realize how wrong I was, and that was fine. My first semester 
of architecture was nothing short of stress, and an overwhelming sense of 
failure. Failing to make the right choices, failing to choose the right path, failing 
classes, failing at who I am. But that’s it, I thought I knew who I was and what I 
wanted, but I never did. My comfort in who I was in High School, and the 
accomplishments I had, the success, it blinded me and made me comfortable. It all 
made me feel like I could cruise and float through life, I was good at what I did, 
and for me good was good enough. I fear that I stopped myself from achieving 
greatness because I was content with just good, and that’s not to belittle or 
trash what I’ve done in the past. 

However, at times I feel I held myself back in so many ways, that I never 
expressed myself properly or was who I wanted to be, not what others wanted 
or what they saw but just ME. Me choosing the “easy route” in High School and 
choosing to lay low was fine, it worked for me, and I don’t look into my past with 
regrets. As I got into college though I realized that I owed it to myself to dig deep 
into my soul and my heart, and not limit myself to the constraints of my own 
fear. To follow my heart, and do what I wanted, even if it meant throwing away 
everything I had built for myself. If I could be happy and free and enjoy myself, 
that meant the world to me. Pursuing and following my heart, all the dreams I had 
never addressed, the thoughts I never spoke. Switching majors for me was much 
more than a major change, it represented me choosing happiness. 

I risked everything, and bet on myself and pursued what in my heart felt 
right, and what would make me happy. That is not to say I wasn’t happy before. 
I’ve always been happy and optimistic, even when I’ve been at my lowest, and 
scared of what is to come. I now saw an opportunity to keep the promise I 
made to myself: to always choose happiness above all. So I did exactly that, and I 
have zero regrets. Creative freedom and liberty to create what I want, how I 
want. I couldn’t ask for more, choosing to pursue Film & Animation, I’ve found a 
space for myself as a creative where I feel I could be myself and speak truth 
to my world and my experiences in the most honest way possible. 



For a while I lived in my own shadow, clouded over by my own judgement and 
fear, caring too much about the wrong things and not enough about what truly 
mattered to me. Times are different now, in every aspect of my life everything 
has shifted in every which way. When I look at myself in the present, I couldn’t be 
prouder of who I am or where I am at. I’ve found happiness, joy, and fulfillment in 
people and places that I’ve never expected. I’ve found new meaning and purpose 
for myself, at a time where I felt lost in myself and in what the world had to 
offer me. I’ve found love, unity, and family in those around me. Doing and 
accomplishing things I’ve never dreamt of, going further than I’ve ever could have 
imagined possible. Yes, it may have been a long and hard journey to get where I am, 
but that’s life and I am extremely grateful and happy with where I am. Regardless 
of what I envisioned in the past or now envision for myself in the future, I know 
wherever I end up I’ll always land on my two feet. I am only 18 and I know that I 
have barely even begun to experience what life truly has to offer, however from 
the taste I’ve had I know that there will always be sour with the sweet, and that I 
accept with open arms.

At this moment I feel grateful and appreciative of all I’ve had in the past, even if 
it’s not what I ended up choosing, I am more than happy to have those experiences and 
lessons with me for the rest of my life. I wouldn’t have it any other way, because all I’ve 
faced has made me who I am today, and I love every part of me. I now find myself 
being a sophomore in university, almost 19, and I feel full. Full of life and love and peace. 
Time has been moving fast, and life has been changing. I'm in college, and I work 3 jobs. If 
you asked me when I was in high school if I could see myself being a manager at 18, I 
would think you’re making a joke about how hard I try. But here I am, constantly 
surprising myself in the best ways possible. I'm 18 and a manager at a movie theatre, I 
help operate the social media program at my university, and I model for magazines and 
brands across the world. I could never imagine any of this for myself, no matter how 
minuscule, or crazy any of this may be, I’m proud of all I’ve done and accomplished. I’m 
doing all I was scared to even imagine when I was younger. For me, the fear of failure 
ran deep, if I didn’t dare think of it, I couldn’t pursue it, therefore I couldn’t fail. I was 
wrong but I was also right, if you never try, of course you can never fail, but you’ll 
never win either. And I much rather live knowing I tried, and I pursued even the most 
outlandish dreams I’ve had despite any odds, then knowing I lived never trying anything 
new or stepping outside what I already know. 



Urban Archive

181 North 7th 
in the year 
1922

Urban Archive is a non-profit that supports historical inquiry and discovery through technology. 
Their objective is to help cultural organizations reach a wider audience by providing 
collaborative tools for sharing local history. In 2016, the Museum of the City of New York, the 
Brooklyn Historical Society, and the New York Public Library collaborated with Urban Archive. 
Currently, in the fall of 2021, Urban Archive has more than 30 partner organizations. Their 
founding team set out to create a digital experience for organizations that would give old 
archives new life and immerse people in the history of their surroundings.

I've always enjoyed viewing New York City in vintage movies and comparing what I know now to 
what it was like when the film was filmed. However, that only takes you back to 1948. This app is a 
fantastic method to learn about the city I adore because it allows me to see objects from the 
1800s. It's also great to use the app to explore on my own and then amaze folks with my extensive 
knowledge of the area. I can imagine the elevated rail on 9th Avenue and the trolley on 8th Avenue 
as I go around that area. When visiting the city around 8th between 17th and 18th street, there are 
stores with prices like two tomatoes for 25 cents. I'm having a great time walking through history 
and seeing where we are now. It's fantastic; I love it.

214 North 4th 
Street in the 
year 2021

Written by: Kevin Garcia

191 North 5th in the year 
1941

191 North 5th in the year 2021

Walking by the streets of Williamsburg, 
and noticing the difference in the style 
of architecture that was 10-50 years 
ago was amazing. Seeing how some were 
kept and how others weren’t, at first it 
made me question it like, was it due to 
safety issues or was it because of 
useless dead load or materials erosion. Is 
Williamsburg losing its history due to these 
changes or it is just evolving with how 
Manhattan did not too long ago?



The Women Who Saved the 
Brooklyn Bridge 
Written by: Arely Cortes

When we have free time, we decide to go out with some friends 
or with family members. We talk about where we should go and 
for some people, they will say, “Let's go to the Brooklyn Bridge”. 
When we arrive we admire the view and take some pictures. 
However we never asked ourselves “Who built this bridge?” Well, 
that will be Emily Roebling.

Emily Roebling was born on September 23 1843 and died on 
February 28 1903. She was an engineer, and was married to 
Washington Roebling. Washington was an American civil engineer 
and was actually the one who had thought about the Brooklyn 
Bridge and started to build it. However, due to getting sick he 
passed away and didn’t finish the bridge. His wife (Emily Roebling) 
decided to step in and finish it. 



After she finished her construction it took about 14 Years and she was the 
person who “Saved the Brooklyn Bridge ''. The reason as to why she was 
called “the woman who saved the brooklyn bridge” was because she stepped 
up to finish the Bridge. She was the first one who crossed the bridge by 
carriage, carrying a live rooster in her lap as a sign of victory. 

Unfortunately not many people have not recognized her hard work back 
then. However she is being recognized today. As we recognize what she has 
accomplished her name will remind us that she has fought for equality. So 
when you go back to the Brooklyn Bridge just know that no matter who you 
are, you can do great things and change the community. 

Additional information: 
● She was not an engineer but she was a woman of “ strong character” 

with a “ masculine intellect” 
● She traveled to Washington to attend the prestigious Georgetown 

Academy of the Visitation where she studied history, astronomy , 
French and algebra and many more. 

● After two dozen men died while working for the bridge it was a 
struggle physically, politically, and financially for Emily's husband.

● She became the eyes and ears of his husband by being the secretary 
and taking copious notes and going back and forth to the construction 
site. That is how she became the surrogate chief engineer. 



In classic Koestner fashion I’ve been told to write about something I am 
passionate about.

Although I have many passions I have to say that an interest that I have been 
heavily involved with has been Track and Cross Country. From when I started 
Track I have tried my best to learn the sport as best as I possibly could. 
Many think that running track is just as simple as simply running, but that’s not 
the case. The thing that makes Track such a beautiful sport IS the simplicity 
of it, and although it might just seem like just running it could be much more of 
a mental sport than a physical one. For starters unless you are running a 
relay race your performance is completely in your own hands. There are so 
many different ways to run races and they all require different skills that 
we work on during practice. But you might be thinking, Don’t you just run as 
fast as you can for the distance? Yes but no at the same time. Yes obviously 
we want to run new personal best and run faster over time but at the end 
of the day you’re also racing. We want to beat our competitors which 
sometimes leads to a new PR( personal record). 

My passion: Track
Written by: Pedro Astudillo



One racing strategy could be the sit and kick, which as the name says you sit(wait) and 
then you kick(sprint) to the finish line. This is a perfect example of what I meant as a 
mental game. It is really to become paranoid or even jumpy while doing this because you 
are unsure of your own abilities. As a mature racer you have to be able to control your 
emotions so that you can run a good race as best as you can. Sometimes races can 
turn out much differently than what you anticipated but you gotta be able to push 
yourself to run a good race. You are only able to do this with racing experience and of 
course great training. Which leads to me talking about practice. My coach loves to say 
that you only get what you put into the sport. So the more training you do and the more 
focused you are the better you will as a result. 

We practice our speed endurance which by the way are probably the most painful 
practices,we work on our strength, and of course our speed. The practices that you 
have to work the hardest in are usually the ones that make you much better. I can name 
countless practices where I have really just thought to myself “why didn’t I choose an 
easier sport?” But then the rest of the world comes back together when I realize that I 
just finished the workout. It’s just a feeling of accomplishment that I can’t describe. I can’t 
stop smiling at the thought of it. That’s exactly what reminds me of why I joined and 
stayed in Track. I have stayed because nothing can replace the feeling of knowing you 
just pushed your body and mind  to a point you have never pushed it before. That’s the 
thing that people never see, the struggle and the immense amount of effort put into 
being a better athlete. 



Oh Dear Society. 
Oh Dear Banksy

Written by: Obadiah Mcmillan

Genius or Vandal? We live in a capitalist system whose pockets are 
never full and allow gluttony to run its course but Banksy breaks the 
fourth wall and believes that it is CONSUMERS who are to blame. His 
work has caused many to open their eyes and take in a perspective 
different from those in the general media. Being a modern philosopher 
treading against the times, Banksy is often compared to the likes of 
Socrates. Having expressed their opinions no matter the cost, opposing 
their oracles, and not caring what others thought of them or their 
appearance gives reason to much of their success.



Art knows no bounds , only to progress and hopefully enlighten. The main 
occurring theme of Banksy’s art is the idea of anti-consumption. According to the 
anonymous “vigilante” himself, “We can’t do anything to change the world until 
capitalism crumbles. In the meantime, we should all go shopping to console ourselves.” 
Many of our neighbors and friends have been victims of such propaganda.… willingly 
fed marketing information in hopes of filling that one urge: Emptiness. Although 
who’s fault is it? His contributions to anti-consumer issues attracted a new young 
audience, in fact perhaps the most vulnerable to the aggressive marketing tactics 
of capitalist efforts. In attempts to open our eyes, a new generation of more 
“woke” individuals such as myself have risen to understanding these problems and the 
solutions needed to fix them.   Recently I’ve been told that “Christmas is where I 
spend time with my cat and enjoy the pleasures of my Christmas tree.”  At first I 
thought “Where had these values gone?” But Christmas has always been about the 
manipulation of our joy, turning it into a race of materialism. 

 Being recently introduced, my favorite piece by 
him is “Banksy’s Rats”. The series shows an indignant 
rat holding a poster - such posters are usually used 
at strikes and protests. This is a kind of warning 
for those who look at rats, a hint at what our 
society is involved in, and what we do with ourselves. 
We look down on rats as though we, a human 
society, are any better. Although these “worthless” 
creatures aren't trapped by money and social 
status, Banksy uses rats to represent that 
indifference. As to why being so intelligent comes 
with one crucial drawback, overconsumption. We 
play on our resources, indulge in lust and gorge on 
the idea of power. When does it ever become 
enough ? His work represents our repeated 
attempts to fill such an appetite for greed , 
reminding us that without unity as a people this will 
continue.



Top 5 Heavy Metal Albums
Written by: Sebastian Ortiz 

1. Turbo, Judas Priest. More of a glamish than a heavy metal album, but a good one. 
Their 1986 album, Turbo, is probably one of their best albums. During this time they 
were experimenting with new sounds and leaning more towards glamish metal. Their 
album was an immediate success, but many fans were also unsure of it because it 
wasn't as heavy as their previous ones. For these reasons, many fans would avoid it 
and to this day they still do. It's one of their underrated albums at some level. 
Personally, It kicks ass. “Turbo Lover,” the first track on the album, is truly amazing,. It 
has a more party-like atmosphere to it and if you like 80s pop and heavy metal, this is 
a great combination for you.

Turbo lover, 
2013.

Despite the fact that he’s known for frolicking across town with spray paint in 
one hand and ambition in the other, how can one truly make change without the act 
of self-sacrifice. Many may think that staying hidden is a sign of cowardliness, to 
be exempt  from the incarceration that awaits him. But I see it as empowerment, 
letting the mind wander and allowing those to truly fall in love with a symbol, leaving 
no place for questioning. He’s transcended the traditions of such a mundane society.  
If we all decided to simply follow the art of awareness would  we be able to 
achieve such triumph?



2. Reise, Reise, Rammstein. This album is strong from beginning to end, The riffs, lyrics, 
everything about it is truly mesmerizing. Rammstein is not new to controversy, but this 
album specifically was way more controversial than past ones. Their 2nd track, “Mein 
Teil” is based on Armin Meiwes, a German cannibal (known as the Rotenburg cannibal) 
who ate a man he had met on previous forum “cannibal cafe”. The case gained a lot of 
popularity and Rammstein made a hit out of it. The music video is sick. I love the way 
they can make such great art from such a brutal story. Not everyone can but 
Rammstein, Rammstein is great at doing that. They're sort of a hard band to get into 
since half of their music is in German or their lyrics are extremely explicit and brutal, 
but it's definitely worth the challenge.

3. Prequelle, Ghost.  A masterpiece. Theatrical yet so pop-metal. Their past albums have 
been great, but Prequelle is just better. The album begins with ‘Ashes’ which is just 
children singing Ring around the Rosie (about the London plague) and from there, most 
of the tracks get way more theatrical. The songs are catchy, and while they are singing 
about the apocalyptic ages, the harmonies make you want to dance instead of headbang. 
I love how in this album they incorporated more piano and made it less about poking 
religion and singing about Lucifer. Ghost is definitely underrated. They have a unique way 
of performing and a lot of originality. This album is a must listen to.

Mein Teil live.

Ghost, Cardinal 
Copia.



4. Paranoid, Black Sabbath. Good album, don’t get me wrong,. Black 
Sabbath is one of the most influential bands in heavy metal history, 
but I wouldn’t put this album over my previously mentioned ones. The 
top tracks on this album are Paranoid and Iron Man,. Paranoid is one 
of the songs you never get tired of headbanging to and you can put 
it on replay and always get that same feeling of joy. I feel that this 
song is a great introduction to other bands that have been inspired by 
Black Sabbath. I personally only like this album because of Paranoid, 
Iron Man, and War pigs. But it's worth a listen. Good album, just not my 
to die for.

5.  Don’t break the oath, Mercyful 
Fate. Good record, with great vocals 
and riffs. The first track, A 
Dangerous Meeting, on the album is 
one of my favorite ones, the vocals 
are to die for. The other tracks are 
very good as well and I love how 
sharp the guitar playing sounds. You 
can sense the Judas Priest inspiration 
on that record as well. This is a great 
album if you’re into the high-pitched 
falsetto type of vocals. Although it’s 
in my 5th place, it's still a great album, 
but it just can compare to how good 
the other ones are.



Manga Review
Written by: Brandon Rosario

Manga of the Week: 
Until Death Do Us Part 
by Hiroshi Takashige
The story follows the main protagonist, a young 
14 year old girl named Haruka Tooyama. After 
being abducted for her special ability by the 
Yakuza, Haruka hires the help of a seemingly 
blind samurai. The question no longer becomes 
what is special about Haruka's ability but, what is 
her fate.

The manga is as of late completed and 
stands tall with 25 volumes and 214 
chapters. The average cost for a volume 
is $10-25 both in-store and online. The art 
style is extremely strong and has a modern 
touch to it. From the excellent use of 
black and gray for contrast to the fluid 
movements from within the pages. 

Every character shown in the manga is lovable and unique. No matter what side the 
character is on and no matter the amount of page time, everyone has an everlasting 
impact on the heart. 

Some downsides: Unlike most titles, there isn't a hardcover copy that can be 
purchased. This leaves you with either a digital or paperback version of the manga. Due 
to the primus of the manga, combat can become a little repetitive. There is no such 
thing as magic or super powers. Instead, the protagonists rely on strategies and 
physical strength to win many battles. For some, this can be a hit or miss however, 
with an open mind, this manga is well worth it!



Meet Ms. Cumberbatch, the New 
Freshmen Architecture Teacher

Below is an interview done with new Freshmen architecture teacher and WHSAD 
alumna, Ms. Cumberbatch.

Written by: Mahalia Saint-Eloi

Who are you?

“My name is Ms. Cumberbatch. I’m a former 
student here that graduated in 2014. I’m 
currently a teacher, and I spent four years 
at Arcadia University studying interior design. I 
got to study abroad for a semester and then 
worked for an architecture firm for two 
years in the city.”

Tell me about your prior architecture experience.

“For two years after I graduated from college I 
spent my time learning about the design process, 
not just what to do but the legal aspect-the 
politics. Understanding that different companies 
use different laws, and learning that it’s not just 
creating homes, and there’s a lot more to it. I used 
AutoCAD, Revit, Photoshop, InDesign to create 
construction documents, design presentations, 
concept design, so that our clients can either put 
it out for bid or to complete a project.”



How do you feel about 
being in a new school?

“Technically this is my old school, but it feels weird being back 
because I was here as a student, so I had to adjust to calling my old 
teachers by their first name since I used to address them as Ms. and 
Mr. At first it was a little hard because when I came here I still felt 
like a student, but now that I’m getting more comfortable, it’s 
becoming a bit easier.”

Why did you decide to be 
an architecture teacher?

“I had a few hard experiences in college, and I would like to pass 
on the knowledge that I learned to future generations so they 
don’t make the same mistakes I did. It doesn’t make sense for 
somebody else to go through the same thing that I did if I can 
provide them with the knowledge that I didn’t have. I also want to 
help make this program more expensive than when I was here 
because when I was here there wasn’t an interior design 
program. So now that I’m here and have more experience, I would 
like to expand the program so that it can reach more people, and 
we could have a vast program for kids to select from so that 
they know the ins and outs when they get to college and will be 
prepared.”

How did WHSAD impact 
you in your transition 
from high school to 
college to career?

“Learning AutoCAD at WHSAD gave me the upper hand especially when 
studying abroad in Italy. I was able to utilize the skills here to create my 
projects a bit faster than the other kids in my class. Through my 
internships, I learned how to conduct myself in a professional manner 
and networked. SkillsUSA helped me with performing under pressure and 
learning to find my voice through delegation. Co-op Tech exposed me to 
the construction side of design. WHSAD also gave me a home to come 
back to. The support system here has helped me from the day I set 
foot in this building. During any free time, I would stop to share my 
concerns, and someone always had an answer or they would point me in 
the right direction. The open door policy doesn’t stop when you graduate; 
it’s always open to those who are willing to walk back through.”

From my two years in the field, I realized that college doesn’t prepare you for real 
world scenarios. My goal here is to provide an Interior Design program that offers 
situations that you will often see come up in the field. In order for me to do so, I have 
to equip the students with the right software and technical skills that are currently 
used in the field today. Most times, companies are looking for people who have 10 
years of experience from an entry level employee. So why not give them what they 
want. By teaching our students how to read construction documents, to understand 
ADA compliance, to create finish boards, and to design development packages, they will 
be ahead of the curve. The idea is for them to have a basic and general understanding 
of different aspects of Interior Design so that they can just continue to build as time 
goes on.

How will your 
experience as 
an architect 
influence 
your plan for 
teaching 
WHSAD 
students?
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Art By Mia Kokilashvili

These are just some pieces from my 
sketchbook. When people ask me what 
my drawings are about, I can only 
answer “everything”!
They come from daily life and they 
have no reason to make sense. They 
express my wishes and dreams, 
celebrate happy occasions, my sadness 
and frustration. Some don’t even have a 
meaning at all.



My work shows how hate crime can affect our society. Hate crime is 
discrimination against race, sexuality, gender, skin color, culture and etc. 
Hate crime happens all over the world. I added the Statue of Liberty 
because it shows how America is supposed to be about equality. It’s 
supposed to be the symbol of freedom.

Art by Aniyah Suce



“What inspired me to 
draw this was a game 
that I love to play and I 
love unique/weird art.”

Art by Aylin 
Ramirez-Cruz



Watched! By Britney C

Artist Statement:
I got my inspiration 
off of Pinterest. I 
personally feel like I 
need a reference in 
order to draw 
something, so 
Pinterest is my go 
to app. It’s not 
really proportional 
but I like the 
imperfections. The 
figure appears to 
be looking at 
something while the 
other person’s 
face is blurred out.



This drawing is of a doll named Angie from the game Resident Evil that I 
drew digitally on the program Procreate. I drew her because around 
that time Halloween was coming up, and I was going to dress up as 
Angie for my costume. I was very excited for it, and I was working on 
my college portfolio and thought she’d be a great addition. Angie looks 
very eerie, and I like scary stuff, but I’ve never drawn anything like 
her so I wanted to try. I’d say it came out a lot better than I expected 
and surprisingly this took me about 3-5 hours in total over 3 days. The 
only frustrating thing was designing a background. I kind of gave in and 
ended up using one of the drawing programs' design brushes and edited 
a glitch effect onto it. It didn’t come out horrible but it could’ve been 
better.

Artist: Xochitl Rodriguez
Artist statement:



This is a redraw of me. I already drew this exact scene 2 years ago from a 
photo one of my friends took. Both were drawn on Procreate but the 
difference between the two is that this one I took time to draw and figured 
out color with lighting. The other one though I rushed and didn’t care much. I 
was very new to Procreate and at that time I had never worked with a lot 
of color, so when I drew it, it came out a little weird. This one didn’t take 
much time to do, maybe 3-6 hours, there wasn’t much to color since there 
are a lot of shadows in the picture. Overall, I really like how this came out. 
The whole reason I redrew it was because the other drawing was when I 
wasn’t familiar with the program or coloring something in and going into full 
detail. So I’m really happy now that 2 years later this is how much I’ve 
improved.

Artist Statement:

Artist: Xochitl Rodriguez



My name is Megan Golding, and I am currently a senior at WHSAD. This 
drawing was originally for my portfolio for CCNY. This drawing is called 
Sleepaway. This is one of the most intricate and detailed drawings I’ve ever done. 
This drawing is based on me and my sleeping habits and how I would like to be 
seen. This is also based on my bathroom because I’ve never drawn a bathroom 
or a different perspective of me. This drawing took about three weeks. It could 
have been shorter but I kept on changing my ideas. Looking back on this drawing 
I think it was worth the final product. One mistake I think I should have done is 
add more colors because it's still just blue, orange, and black for the outlines.

Artist statement:Artist: Megan Golding


